
Ginger Roper:
 Club induct s new member

Richard Cunningham served as pre-
siding officer to induct Ginger Roper 
into the Rotary Club of Hilo Bay. Walter 
Moe, Ginger’s sponsor, was honored 
to ‘pin’ her.
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January 31 meeting

PRESIDING: Richard Cunningham
LED PLEDGE: Stan Fortuna
INSPIRATION: Frank Annin (Frank re-
fl ected on the inspiring moonset over 
Mauna Kea this morning, and on the 
value of Rotary Club service.) 
4 WAY TEST: Suzanne Robotham
MS. MIKE: Sandy Sakaguchi
GUESTS: HILO CLUB: Jerry Watanabe, Stan 
Fortuna, Mike Lutcher, Chick Forter, 
Steve Shropshire.  VOLCANO: Albert 
Jeyte. OTHERS: Ron Harris, Michael 
Kramer.

MA H A LO: 
Al Novak for the gift taken home by 
Gary Young.

calendar
FEB. 7— MEETING—LANNY SINKIN, Rainbow 
Friends
FEB. 14— MEETING—JENNIFER TIBORIS, Orchid 
Isle Music Productions,  chamber 
music
FEB. 21— MEETING—JACE SAPLAN, a Kame-
hameha Schools Junior,  “Ola Mau Ka 
Olelo Hawaii” (Long Live the Hawaiian 
Language)
FEB. 28— MEETING—MIKE O’DONNELL, Dean 
of Continuing Education and Commu-
nity Service 

NADIA RANNE caught NCL’s Pride of AlohaPride of AlohaPride of Aloha as it passed  as it passed  as it passed 

through Wednesday’s Rotary of Hilo Bay meeting on a 

near-perfect Hilo morning.  Its sister ship, Pride of Amer-

ica will host the Hawaii Island Chamber of Commerce’s 

scholarship auction March 11, spearheaded by Rotarians 

SHARON SCHEELE and BARRY TANIGUCHI.

Happy dollars happy talk
RICHARD CUNNINGHAM was $5 

happy for the services of fellow 
Rotarian and chiropractor Dr. 
PAUL BICKFORD.  

Karolyn Lundkvist was $5 
happy for a trip to Oahu that net-
ted fi ve pairs of shoes—a special 
treat for her different sized feet!

RUTH LARKIN was $2 happy for 
the speaker, her friend Marlena 
Tumlin.

It was unclear whether BOB 
LAMSON was happy or not, but he 
gave $5 for his not speaking. 

MARY BEGIER announced her 
table contributed $5 of happy 
money because Bob Lamson is 
not speaking. 

PETE MULLER was $20 happy 
because he was reminded of his 
wedding anniversary.



announcements
ALLEN NOVAK: Sign up for service 
projects, Feb. 10 at Rainbow 
Friends.  Feb. 24 Weinberg 
Project - Adult Care Center. We 
need 25 adults for the Weinberg 
project.

RICHARD CUNNINGHAM: Musicians 
need housing for Feb. 10 - places 
for 8, as the biggest/fi nest 
orchestra to hit Hilo prepares 
to perform.  Contact him or Bob 
Lamson.

birthdays
TOMO SAITO: Jan. 20
ANITA FORBES: Jan. 31

club anniversaries
KAROLYN LUNDKVIST: Jan. 28,’00
RICHARD CUNNINGHAM: Jan. 31, ‘90

wedding anniversaries
GLEN & FRAN CALVERT,  Jan. 28
CHRISTINE & RON HANSEN, Jan. 31

photos
NADIA RANNE
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Marlena Tumlin is determined that 
the thousands of people who died in 
Cambodia’s “Killing Fields” are not 
forgotten.  

She is working with her adopted 
son, Seng Ty, author of the book “Out 
of the Killing Fields,” to establish the 
“Lotus Garden for Healing and Peace” 
in Cambodia, where the names and stories 
of those who died will be collected.   

The gardens will include plants, gazebos 
and labyrinth—a place for families to grieve 
and heal. 

Tumlin says she’s learned two things: as 
an individual, you can do good things and 
you can act independently. 

Back in the mid-’70s, when half the 
Cambodia’s people died, Tumlin heard a 
minister talk about the refugees in Thailand, 
and how they were stuck there.

For the next year, Tumlin advocated to 
get children out of the camps. At about the 
same time, she read an article by Roger 
Rosenblatt who was to write the book “Chil-
dren of War.” In the article Rosenblatt re-
ported on a child he’d interviewed who said 
he lost his mother and a half dozen siblings 
to starvation and that he wanted “revenge.”

But revenge to the boy meant finding a 
way to do the best he could in life.  

She clipped out the article and “spoke 
to any group who’d listen” to get people to 
sponsor children.  Through a resettlement 
program in Massachusetts, Tumlin helped 
25 Cambodian children and 15 Amerasian 
children find families. 

One of them, 23 years ago, was Seng Ty, 
the boy in Rosenblatt’s article, who became 
her son and is the author of “Out of the Kill-
ing Fields.” 

 Today he has a master’s degree and is a 
guidance counselor in Mass.

With his one living brother left in Cambo-
dia, he purchased land and set to planning 
the Lotus Garden. 

For more information on Seng Ty, his 
book and the garden, visit SengTy.com.

MARLENA TOMLIN:

Set to make
a difference a difference a
in Cambodia
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Thought for the Day
Good people do not need laws to 
tell them to act responsibly, while 
bad people will fi nd a way around 
the laws.  —Plato

Ruth Larkin introduces her friend, Marlena Tumlin, 
Wednesday’s speaker.

NADIA RANNE reports that Goodwill 
Industries of Hawaii needs volun-
teers. Goodwill is offering free tax 
preparation help for low-income 
families eligible for the Earned 
Income Tax Credit.  

Volunteers will provide income 
tax preparation services and will be 
certifi ed via an online course and/or 
exam.  No experience necessary.  
Free training and materials.  Volun-

teers  also needed as intake special-
ists and translators as appropriate.   

Those eligible for the free help 
must not make over $38,000, own 
a home, or have self-employment 
taxes.  The tax clinics will run Feb. 
1 – April 5th, Thursdays 3-7 and 
Saturdays 1-5 by appointment only.    
Please contact Nadia or call Goodwill 
at 961-0307 for more information.

Goodwill
needs

tax helpers


