
By the time you read this, Hilo 
Bay Rotarians will already have 
completed a service project at 
Rainbow Friends, the seven-acre 
animal sanctuary in Kurtistown. 
Allen Novak, who arranged the 
project, said it pleases him that 
so many people’s “humanity 
goes beyond humans.” 

Sandi Alstrand, a musi-
cian and social worker who is a 
committed Rainbow Friends helper, said 
Hawaii Island presents “a rather dismal 
situation for a lot of animals.”  Rainbow 
Friends takes care of as many of them as 
they can.  Sandi spoke at last Wednesday’s 
Rotary meeting.  

The biggest challenges for the sanctu-
ary are finding and retaining good volun-
teers and fundraising, she said. 

The animals that come to Rainbow 

Friends are usually abandoned and in bad 
shape. Right now, there’s about 82 dogs 
and 180 cats, as well as a rescued donkey, 
mixed pot belly pig, some chickens and a 
guinea pig. 

Volunteers start at nine years old.  
Interested in volunteering or donating to 
the non-profit, privately owned sanctu-
ary, go to www.rainbowfriends.org or call 
982-5110.
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January 10 meeting

PRESIDING: Art Taniguchi
LED PLEDGE: Scott Fleming
INSPIRATION: Rich Wlosinski (“Do not 
spend too much of your time making 
a living.”) 
4 WAY TEST: Preston Barnes
GUESTS: HILO CLUB: Helene Tajiri, Craig 
Shikuma.
SOUTH HILO: Gary Fujihara. 
OTHERS: Kreesta Vesga, David Hazel-
ton, Kristel Castro, Brittany Marshall, 
Ethann Oki, Sandi Alstrand, Michael 
Kramer, Ron Harris.

MA H A LO: 
Jon Miyata for the KTA gift certifi -
cate and wine, taken home by Jane 
Gibson.

calendar
FEB. 14— MEETING—JENNIFER TIBORIS, Orchid 
Isle Music Productions,  chamber 
music
FEB. 21— MEETING—JACE SAPLAN, a Kame-
hameha Schools Junior,  “Ola Mau Ka 
Olelo Hawaii” (Long Live the Hawaiian 
Language)
FEB. 24—ROTARY SERVICE, Weinberg Proj-
ect, Adult Care Center
FEB. 28— MEETING—MIKE O’DONNELL, Dean 
of Continuing Education and Commu-
nity Service 

Happy (dollar) talk
YUYOK PEARRING was $1 happy 

to announce the annual distin-
guished alums of UHH- Mau-
rice Kaya, Russell Okata, Yukio 
Takeya and the distinguished 
service awardees: Senator Lor-
raine Inouye, Derek Kurisu and 
Steven Sakota. 

PAULA UUSITALo: $5 happy for 
the Adult Care Center being  the 

Weinberg Project.
JULIE HUGO was $5 happy for 

the Hilo High School tennis 
courts and the great community 
support that went into them, 
particularly from BARRY TANIGUCHI

and NEWTON CHU.  
ART TANIGUCHI: $5 happy for 

RICHARD CUNNINGHAM presiding 
Jan. 31 in Art’s absence. 



announcements
JULIO HUGO: Special Olympics East 
Hawaii fundraiser: Need volunteers 
to sign wave to draw customers or 
be the ‘thank you’ team.  Tesoro 
Gas Station on Kamehameha Ave., 
March 2, Friday, 5 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
our county’s law enforcement per-
sonnel will fuel vehicles and clean 
windshields to raise funds for the 
Special Olympics. Low gas prices, 
incentive gifts, free balloons!  Con-
tact Julie for more information.

wedding anniversaries
PETE & ROBERTA MULLER, Feb. 1

photos
RICHARD CROWE - MEETING
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A group of students from the 
University of Hawai‘i-Hilo Model 
United Nations Team (Hui Na Lahui 
Huipu) told Rotarians Wednesday 
about preparations for the Spring National 
Model UN conference in New York and asked 
for assistance.  The group will go to the UN 
in March, said member Kressta Vesga, and 
David Hazleton said they will learn the func-
tions of all UN entities, learn how to caucus 
and diplomatic skills. 

UHH students take part with students 
from 280 other universities, half of which 
are from outside the U.S.  

Brittany Marshall said UHH is the only 
Hawaii school that participates.  “It’s an eye 
opening experience to represent a country 
you haven’t met.” 

Kristel Castro, one of the members who 
went last year, represented Equator. 

Ethann Oki said it costs $1,500 per stu-
dent, and 15 students are participating, so 
the team is fundraising. 

Donations are tax deductible.  One way 
the team is raising funds is through an “Ad-
stravaganza.” Businesses who contribute 
will be listed in the advertisement booklet 
that will be distributed throughout campus 
and the Hilo community.   

Bob Lamson broke his vow of silence to 
donate $100 to the team, and urged other 
Club members to help. 

Rotarian Julie Hugo can provide more 
information, or contact Dr. Phillip Taylor in 
the Political Science Department at UHH. 

UHH’s model 
UN team needs 
Rotarian help 

The American Rainwater Catchment System 
Association will convene experts from indus-
try, government and academia  to discuss 
innovations for rainwater harvesting.  The 
3-day conference, will be Aug. 15-17 at the 
Kilauea Military Camp in Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park. The conference is sponsored 
by the University of Hawai`i Cooperative 
Extension Service, the Hawai`i Rainwater 
Catchment Systems (HRCS) Association, the 
Hawai`i State Department of Health’s Safe 
Drinking Water Branch, the Western region 
CSREES Water Quality Program, and by all 

four East Hawai`i Rotary clubs. Donations and 
volunteers are needed  to host a dinner, do 
airport greetings and other tasks during the 
conference. Pictured left to right, members 
of the ARCSA Conference Steering Committee 
Helen Hemmes, (Rotary Club of Hilo), Dianne 
Morgado, (Rotary Club of Volcano), Trisha Ma-
comber (Conference Organizer), and Richard 
Crowe (Rotary Club of Hilo Bay).  Not pictured 
committee member Phoebe Lambeth, (Rotary 
Club of South Hilo). 

Under the
spotlight 
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THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

Never interrupt your enemy 
when he is making a mistake.

—Napoleon Bonaparte

East Hawai‘i Rotaries help sponsor 
rainwater harvesting forum


