
In 1976, HIAC opened its doors at the Kaumana Baptist Church, with 12 
participants. Five years later, HIAC became a federally tax-exempt 
501(c)(3), and with a big help from the county, Hilo Adult Day Center 
moved to its current location in 1982. The Kona Adult Day Center opened 
in 1987 and went independent in 1989. Meanwhile, during that period, 
Senior Helpers, an in-home care program, and Hale Kupuna, a home project 
grant, also began operations. HIAC still manages the Hilo Adult Day 
Center, Hale Kupuna, a single 5-bedroom home rented to fully functioning 
low-income elders, Senior Helpers, and Caregiver Connection, a program 
for training and support of caregivers. Currently, there are 87 elders 
enrolled (18 over 90), with 60 attending on a daily basis. They come from 
all backgrounds and walks of life, and many are individuals who built our 
community. Most are frail, have some form of dementia, memory loss, 
Alzheimer’s disease, or are stroke-debilitated. Programs at the Hilo Adult 
Day Center include music, crafts, art and ceramics, games (such as bingo), 
and excursions. All holidays and special events are celebrated. The Senior 
Helpers program has expanded rapidly under Director Debbie Ryken, and 
now has 78 clients, most of whom are stroke-debilitated individuals in the 
60-80 age bracket. This program is for those who need some assistance in 
their homes. Light house-cleaning, meal preparation, bathing, grooming, 
and transportation for medical care are provided. Caregiver Connection has 
been operating for 10 years as a monthly support group with mini-training 
sessions. Often the caregiver is in worse shape than the person he/she is 
taking care of, due to stress. This program shows caregivers how to take 
care of themselves and how to relax! HIAC has a budget of $1.2 million 
with 41 employees. 46% of its income is from participants/clients, 23% is 
from grants, 22% is from Hawai‘ i Island United Way (HIUW), and 9% is 
from donations and fundraising (Art Auction, golf tournament in July). 
HIUW covers the low-income “gap group” that does not qualify for 
government help, and for equipment. Institutionalization into long-term care 
means Medicaid tax dollars are paying per patient the amount of $100,000 a 
year (90% of all nursing home patients are covered in this way). The 
average stay in long-term care before the patient passes away is 3 years. 
HIAC ensures that our elders have dignity and independence at this difficult 
time in their lives, and to help them remain living at home with their 
families as long as possible. HIAC is a true service-above-self organization! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 18 meeting 
Number 49: 2007-08 

 
PRESIDING: ART TANIGUCHI  
LED PLEDGE: PAUL STRAUSS  
INSPIRATION: JANE GIBSON 
4 WAY TEST: PRESTON BARNES 
GUESTS:  
ROTARY CLUB OF SOUTH HILO:  
                      WALLY CHONG, LARRY BLACK  
ROTARY CLUB OF HILO: CHRIS TAMM, MIKE LUTCHER, 
                      MIKE ROBINSON, JERE USUI, MARCIA SAKAI  
OTHERS: LORI THAL , ELIZABETH ALONZO, TERESA           
                      FLEMING, CHRIS HYNES, PAUL NASH 
BIRTHDAYS: DOUG PATTERSON, JUNE 9  
                        KLAUS HODAPP, JUNE 14 
CLUB ANNIVERSARIES:  
           STEVE BADER, JUNE 12, 6 YEARS 
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES:  
           ALLEN AND LAYNE NOVAK , JUNE 20, 16 YEARS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
RUTH LARKIN: Thanks to MARY BEGIER, STEVE JACUNSKI, 

RICHARD CUNNINGHAM, and RON SCHURRA for helping RUTH 
with the Intensive English Meeting, held at Hawai‘ i 
Community College on Friday, June 13.  

HAPPY DOLLARS 
STEVE JACUNSKI $10, RUTH LARKIN $2, RICHARD 
CUNNINGHAM $5, TED HONG $5, PAULA UUSITALO $5, 
PAUL BICKFORD $2, MIKE ROBINSON $2. 

MAHALO 
BARBARA HASTINGS, for giving a $50 Gift Certificate to 
Macy’s, won by JULIE HUGO. 

CALENDAR 
Jun. 21 - Higashi-Hiroshima Club Arrival, 5:11 p.m.  

Jun. 21 - Texas Hawaiian Barbecue at the home of  
                Sharon Scheele & Al Inoue, 6:15 p.m . 
Jun. 22 - Visit to ‘ Imiloa Astronomy Center with  
                Higashi-Hiroshima Rotarians, 10:00 a.m. 
Jun. 22 - 20 th Anniversary Rotary Club of Hilo Bay   
                Installation Dinner, Yacht Club, 5: 30 p.m.  
Jun. 23 - Tree Planting at Rotary Park, 9:30 a.m. 
Jun. 24 - Rotary on the Radio, KPUA 670, 9:30 a.m. 
 

baywatch  ON THE WEB: www.hilobayrotary.com  
 

Service Above 
Self at Hawai‘ i 

Island Adult Care 

QUOTE FOR THE DAY  
“Carpe diem (Seize the day)” – Quintus Horatius Flaccus 

Our guest speaker this week was 
member Paula Uusitalo of 
Hawai‘ i Island Adult Care (HIAC) 
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One of the convention’s highlights was a private concert for 18,000 Rotarians and guests at the Hollywood Bowl. The evening featured a performance of 
Burt Bacharach songs led by the composer himself (now 80 but still playing very well), and a collection of motion picture scores accompanied by scenes 
from those movies on a big screen. The concert ended with a magical fireworks display and a neon version of the Rotary logo surrounded by the words 
“End Polio.” Earlier that day, the four PolioPlus partners (RI, WHO, UNICEF, and the Center for Disease Control) pledged to accomplish that goal in 
the next 1-2 years, before the recent outbreak in Nigeria spreads any further. On June 16, Rotarians from Zones 23/24 (including District 5000) attended 
the “Far West Live” breakfast that featured Linda Coble and Kirk Matthews spoofing TV morning shows, with Rotary as the theme. Kirk appeared as 
psychoanalyst Dr. Pill and chef Artie Choke. Of course, there was plenty of opportunity at the convention to enjoy fellowship with new and old friends! 
 

The 99th annual Rotary International (RI) 
Convention, held in Los Angeles from 15-18 
June, was attended by 20,000 people. An 
historic moment took place when Director of 
the World Health Organization Dr. Margaret 
Chan (above) affirmed, “I am making polio 
eradication the top operational priority of the 
WHO.” Top right, 2008-09 RI President D.K. 
Lee chose “Make Dreams Real” as his theme 
when he learned that 30,000 children under the 
age of five die each day of preventable causes (1 
every 3 seconds). That’s why we need more 
hands, hearts, and minds to become Rotarians.  


