
Georgina Kawamura, state 
Director of Finance, told Rotary 
members Wednesday morning 
that she works to assure that 
state programs “are spending 
for expected results.”  She 
said she asks programs to 
answer: “Would we miss you 
if you were gone tomorrow?” 
These programs must be able to account to 
the public. “What do the people get when 
you spend money?” 

Kawamura said taxpay-
ers want to understand 
the budget, but as it 
stands, it is not easy.  
She supports the budget 
being “a communication 
document.” 

Of the state’s $5.4 
billion budget, the Department of Educa-
tion will get about half. The current budget 
is greater than revenue expectations ($5.1 
billion) but the legislature elected to dip 
into part of the $650 million carryover 
funds in order to finance needed repairs 
and maintenance in DOE and University of 
Hawaii facilities.   

She said the Hilo Medical Center also 
is earmarked for funding, as is coqui frog 

eradication through the Department of 
Agriculture.  

Kawamura, who worked for four mayors 
on Maui before turning her budget pencil 
to the state, talked about changes that 
came with the Lingle Administration.  She 
said when Lingle took office, the hurricane 
relief fund had been targeted as a source 
of money for programs.  Lingle said no. “I 
became a household name” in the homes 
of program people, Kawamura said, but in 
the end, the hurricane fund  was left alone.

“We take no money from special funds 
into the general fund,” Kawamura said.

How’s the state’s economy doing?  
Kawamura said the Council on Revenues 
projected the state’s income would see an 
estimated 9.5 percent growth at the end of 
the 2006 fiscal year.  The final accounting 
showed a 10.9 percent growth.  The rev-
enue forecast right now for the 2007 fiscal 
year is 7.5 percent. 

July 12 meeting
PRESIDING: Art Taniguchi
LED PLEDGE: Gary Young

INSPIRATION: Sharon Scheele
4 WAY TEST: Joel LaPinta

“MR. MIKE” Gleason
GUESTS: HILO CLUB: Dylan Nonoka; Alan Kusu-

noki, Chris Tamm, Eliot Merk;
SO HILO CLUB: Lanny Neel, Gary Fujihara 

OTHERS: Matthew Pearring, Maile Young, 
Rebecca Carvalho, Georgina Kawamura

HAPPY DOLLARS: Maile Young for Paula 
Uusitalo, Richard Crowe, Patty Sue Salva-

dor, Ron Schurra, Karolyn Lundkvist, Steve 
Sabol, Barbara Hastings, Art Taniguchi

MA H A LO: 
Paul Bickford, for $50 chiropractic certifi -

cate, taken home by Patty Sue Salvador.

calendar
JULY  15 – ACS RELAY FOR LIFE, at  Wong 
Stadium, 4:30 P.M. TO 6 A.M. JULY 16

JULY 19 • ROTARY TRI-CLUB MEETING •
Speaker: Linda Smith, senior policy 
advisor to Gov. Linda Lingle

JULY  26 – ROTARY MEETING - Speaker: Shi-
zuko Akamine, “Koto demonstration” 

JULY  26 –HAWAII ISLAND ADULT CARE 1st an-
nual golf tournament, 10:30 a.m.

JULY  29 – KILAUEA WILDERNESS RACE,  
Devastation Trail, Hawai`i Volcanoes 
National Park, 7 A.M.

Georgina Kawamura, state budget chief, introduced by Ted Hong 
and presented a Club gift by President Art Taniguchi.
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Community Services 
Committee Survey
“The club’s past record of community 
service projects is something to be proud 
of, and has been an area of repeated suc-
cess for the club.  With that in mind, past 
projects will serve as the foundation for 
selecting projects for the 2006-2007 year.”

So begins the survey members are being 
asked to fill out.  

The committee’s criteria for projects 
are: High impact on the community  and 

High recognition, not only by recipi-
ents and club members, but also by 
the larger community. 

The survey asks how you want to par-
ticipate, activities that meet the criteria, 
and requests for members to be point of 
contact. 

For a survey, contact Allen Novak. 

announcements
MAILE YOUNG stood in for Paula  
Uusitalo to announce the fi rst an-
nual Hawaii Island Adult Care golf 
tournament, Wednesday, July 26. 
Cost is $100, half is tax deductible.  
The Awards banquet has an abun-
dance of prizes that won’t neces-
sarily go to the best golfers, Maile 
said.  Info, call 961-3747.  

ALLEN NOVAK announced the Volcano 
Wilderness Run aid station is in 
need of support—”our usual job.”

club anniversaries
Art Taniguchi July 13, 1994
Darryl Turner, July 13, 2005
Bob Lamson, July 19, 1995
Tomo Saito, July 23, 2003
Doug Patterson, July 28, 1998
Barbara Radford, July 30, 2003

wedding anniversaries
Steve & Jill Jacunski: July 4

Steve Bader & Rose Bautista: July 20 

quote for the day

“If a man does his best, what else 
is there?” --GEN. GEORGE PATTON
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President Art Taniguchi inducted the first  
new members of the Club for the 2006-07 year at 
his first two meetings.  Ron Schurra was induct-
ed at the July 5 meeting, and Barbara A. Hastings 
on July 12.

Ron, of Hilo Meof Hilo Meof dical Center, is rejoining the Bay 
Club.  Barbara, of Hastings & Pleadwell: A Commu-
nication Company,  is new to this Club, but was a 
member of an Oahu club for a short time in 2001. 

Barbara was invited to join the Club by Art 
Taniguchi, and was supported by Sharon Scheele 
and Mary Begier. 
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birthdays

SUSIE BLACKMON - 5TH, 
AT LEFT, ENDURES A ROUSING 
“HAPPY BIRTHDAY.” 

CAROL VAN CAMP - 10TH

Schurra and Hastings

Taniguchi, Hastings and Scheele

inspiration
(read by Sharon Scheele)

“There are many qualities 
that make a great leader.  
But having strong beliefs, 
being able to stick with 
them through popular and 
unpopular times, is the 
most important characteris-
tic of a great leader.”
 -- Rudy Giuliani

In the
spotlight 


