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Linda Smith, Gov. Linda Lingle’s senior 
policy advisor, spoke to the joint Rotary 
meeting on the state’s two biggest chal-
lenges —education and energy.  

Hawaii is the “most oil dependent state” 
— 90% of our energy needs come from fos-
sil fuels and 77% of our electrical power is 
generated by fossil fuels. The next closest 
state, Florida, produces only 17% of its elec-
tricity from fossil sources, Smith said. 

But Hawaii can become an energy ex-

porter.  “It’s not a slam dunk, but the eco-
nomics are in place,” she said.  Ethanol can 
be produced from agricultural products, 
particularly sugar.  The 
state has 1.9 million 
acres zoned for agri-
culture.  It would take 
440,000 of them to 
make ethanol produc-
tion an exportable busi-
ness. 

But education took 
center stage in Smith’s address, through 
the sheer shock of the numbers.

Thirty years ago, there were 176,000 
students in public schools.  Today, there 

are still 176,000.  The rest are in private &
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joint meeting 

with south hilo
PRESIDING: Art Taniguchi
LED PLEDGE: Phoebe Lambeth, So. Hilo
INSPIRATION: Albert Jeyte, assistant dis-
trict governor
MR. MIKE: Preston Barnes
GUESTS: Suzanne Robotham; Victor 
Trevino, Rebecca Carvalho, Alexa & 
Sam Bader, 2 Jacunski daughters
HAPPY DOLLARS: Jacunski daughters,
Paula Uusitalo, Art Taniguchi, Dave 
DeLuz Jr., Carol Graham, Karolyn 
Lundkvist

M A H A LO: 
Bank of Hawaii for the donation of a 
$25 KTA certifi cate, a duffl e bag and 
unbrella, taken home by Alexa Bader.

calendar
JULY  26 – ROTARY MEETING - Speaker: Shi-
zuko Akamine, “Koto demonstration” 

JULY  26 –HAWAII ISLAND ADULT CARE 1st an-
nual golf tournament, 10:30 a.m.

JULY  29 – KILAUEA WILDERNESS RACE,  
Devastation Trail, Hawai`i Volcanoes 
National Park, 7 A.M.

Hilo Bay Rotarians on 7/13 (in the photo, back row, 
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Gov’s “go to” 
person focuses 
talk on energy,
education
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Moonlight Madness
Rotarians & friends participated in the annual American Cancer Society Relay for Life, 
overnight Saturday-Sunday. Deby Crowe, Sharon Scheele, Mary Begier, Richard Crowe 
and Mike Gleason.



charter schools. In 1976, there were 9,300  
public school teachers; today 11,600.  

But amazingly, 30 years ago there were 
2,300 staff, and today there are 10,000, 
Smith said. 

To educate the children in 1976, we spent 
$200 million, today $2.2 billion— 10 times  
more. Yet in 1976 Hawaii children rated 
slightly above Louisiana and Mississippi and 
today rank exactly the same, Smith said. 

“Something is fundamentally flawed with 
the system,” she added.

Lingle wants to allow principals to be en-
trepreneurs and to give every school control 
of its budget.  The answer is not to take mon-
ey from one school to give to another, Smith 
said, but rather “to take it from the central 
bureaucracy” and direct it to schools.

The solution is not more money, Smith 
said; “We want to get 90 cents of every dol-
lar into the schools. 

There are 24 Hawaii schools that are in 
corrective action.  “It could go up to 50%,” 
she added. Hawaii has more schools in cor-
rective action than any other state. 

announcements
PAULA UUSITALO: The first annual Ha-
waii Island Adult Care golf tourna-
ment is next Wednesday, July 26. 
Cost is $100, half is tax deductible.  
Abundant prizes.  Call 961-3747.  

club anniversaries
Art Taniguchi: July 13, 1994
Darryl Turner: July 13, 2005
Bob Lamson: July 19, 1995

wedding anniversaries
Steve & Jill Jacunski: July 4

Steve Bader & Rose Bautista: July 20 

thought for the day
Law of Close Encounters.  “The prob-

ability of meeting someone you know 

increases when you are with someone 

you don’t want to be seen with.”
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Once again, Hilo Bay Rotarians sat down 
with Hawaii Community College Intensive 
English Program students on July 13,  for 
some rapid-fire practice in practical English.  
At right, President Art Taniguchi speaks with 
two IEP students. 

Rotary & HCC-IEP 

Where’s 
Mali? 
President Art Taniguchi posed the question 
at Wednesday’s meeting.  Some got it right, 
many got it wrong.  In West Africa, south 
of Algeria, Mali is home to Timbuktu.  Art’s 
point was that Mali, one of the poorest coun-
tries of the world, has been polio free since tries of the world, has been polio free since tries of the world
1999. Check out Check out C The Rotarian magazine. 

Under the
spotlight 
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Hilo Bay Rotarians  Hilo Bay Rotarians  
back row, from left back row, from left back row, from left 
Karolyn Lundkvist, 
Tomo Saito, Sha-
ron Scheele, Mary 
Begier, Rich Wlosin-
ski, Steve Jacunski, 
Richard Crowe, and 
second row, end 
right, Art Taniguchi. 
Not pictured, Michele 
Carvalho.
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Smith talks on education, energy

Art Taniguchi, Phoebe Lambeth, immediate past 
president of South Hilo, Linda Smith and Albert Jeyte, 
assistant district governor.


