
team asking them for a 

robot to pick up dead 

fish in the pools, a job 

which normally would 

be done by a paid diver.  

The students came up 

with a design costing 

only about $200. 

Many of the students 

have gone on to college 

to pursue degree and 

engineering as well as 

other degrees.  These 

students have expressed 

that being apart of the 

robotics team has taught 

them many skills that 

they have found useful 

later in life: problem 

solving, working in 

teams, and time manage-

ment. 

The club was dazzled 

this week by a presenta-

tion by the Waiakea 

High School Robotics 

Team.  The team was 

formed six years ago by 

two Waiakea High 

School teachers in an 

aim to promote engineer-

ing within Waiakea High 

School. 

Over the years the team 

has gotten involve with 

building various robots 

and gone to Competi-

tions like ñFirst Robot-

ics.ò  At these com-

petions, these high 

school students are head 

to head with university 

students and have won.  

Most recently they went 

to Japan to compete in 

microbots competions 

where the robots are the 

size of a coin. 

The team has attracted a 

number of girls which 

has lead to the Women in 

Tech Fund Grant.  Over 

the years the team has 

even split to be two 

teams: all-boys and all-

girls.  These all-girls 

teams have proved them-

selves to be quite the 

competers.  

These students have also 

tried to tackle real world 

problems with the use of 

robotics.  Recently the 

Pacific Aquaculture Fa-

cility approached the 

President and Husband, Jay Curlee, 

inducted a new member, Susan 

James, into the Hilo Bay family on 

Wednesday.  She is a graduate of UH

-Manoa and Northwest University.  

She has been involved with with 

social market research and AAUW.  

Her official designation wil be Pro-

duction Manager.  Please welcome 

her in the family of Rotary. 

Waiakea High School Robotics Team  

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Jay Curlee 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  

New Member:  Susan James  
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Shane Sakai  

Upcoming 

Speaker 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$46  

http://www.aauw.org/
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nize Paul Harris Fellows 

and other donors, Kenny 

reiterated his conviction 

that individual Rotarians 

will play the biggest role 

in the future of the or-

ganization. 

"The future of Rotary is, 

to a great extent, in the 

hands of our incoming 

officers, who will have 

so much new responsi-

bility in the year ahead," 

said Kenny, a member of 

the Rotary Club of 

Grangemouth, Scotland. 

"It is in the hands of out-

going officers é who 

will continue to serve as 

a guide and resource for 

others. And it is, most of 

all, in the hands of every 

member of every single 

Rotary club. 

"I have said before that I 

believe it is time to give 

Rotary back to the Ro-

tarians," he added. "I 

believe very strongly in 

the autonomy of each 

Rotary club, and in the 

power of the individual 

Rotarian to make a dif-

ference." 

Kennyôs message and the 

2009-10 RI theme, The 

Future of Rotary Is in 

Your Hands , resonated 

with attendees. 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International 

News -- 13 July 2009   

Rotary International 

President John Kenny 

urged Rotarians to take 

steps toward making the 

world a better place dur-

ing a visit to the Rotary 

Club of Chicago on 7 

July. 

Kenny addressed mem-

bers of the Chicago club, 

the birthplace of Rotary, 

as one of his first official 

acts, a long-standing 

tradition for incoming RI 

presidents. Noting that 

the world faces immense 

challenges, he quoted the 

Chinese philosopher Lao

-tzu, who said, "The 

journey of a thousand 

miles begins with a sin-

gle step."  

"We know how to take 

that step," Kenny said. 

"We will take that step 

through our Rotary em-

phases. We will take it 

through projects in wa-

ter, health and hunger, 

and literacy; through 

club and district projects; 

and with the help of our 

Rotary Foundation." 

During the luncheon, 

which served to install 

club officers and recog-

"The theme is an appro-

priate one. It recognizes, 

as John said, that every 

Rotarian has a responsi-

bility to help Rotary 

grow," said Angelo 

Loumbas, 2009-10 presi-

dent of the Chicago club. 

Robert Knuepfer Jr., a 

Chicago club member 

and governor-elect of 

District 6450, said the 

theme reflects the history 

and legacy of Rotary. 

"The founders took busi-

ness and professional 

leaders from the commu-

nity to give service back 

to the community," he 

said. "The outcome has 

always been in the hands 

of individuals and not the 

organization." 

"I think it's wonderful; 

he is right on target," 

added John Spitkovsky, a 

member of the club since 

2000. 

Jorge Aguilar, who was 

inducted as president of 

the Rotaract Club of Chi-

cago, said the emphasis 

on the future is important 

to his club. "In Rotaract, 

we see ourselves as the 

next generation. We need 

to get the word out and 

set up great service pro-

jects, and we will be 

successful." 

RI president urges Rotarians to make 

world a better place  
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"The future of 

Rotary is, to a 

great extent, in 

the hands of our 

incoming officers, 

who will have so 

m u c h  n e w 

responsibility in 

the year ahead,"  

RI President John Kenny addresses the 

Rotary Club of Chicago as one of his first 

official acts. Photo courtesy David Phelps/

Rotary Club of Chicago  
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For inspirational speak-

ers, the latest Rotary 

International updates, 

fellowship and fun, reg-

ister now for the Septem-

ber 25th-27th District 

Conference, at the Shera-

ton Waikiki.  A District 

Conference held early in 

the Rotary year offers the 

opportunity to share pro-

ject ideas and partner 

with other clubs in Ser-

vice Above Self. Among 

the conference high-

lights: 

× Friday, September 

25th, unwind and enjoy a 

cocktail reception at the 

Sheraton Waikikiôs 

Rumfire from 6:00 ï 

8:00 p.m. Conference 

registration opens at 2:00 

p.m. 

× March with your fel-

low Rotarians in the 

Aloha Festivals Parade 

from 7 a.m. lineup at Ala 

Moana Park to march 

from 9 a.m. to around 11 

a.m. up Kalakaua é and 

be at the Sheraton Wai-

kiki in time for the 11:30 

a.m. opening of the 2009 

SEPTEMBER 2009 DISTRICT CONFERENCE, 

SHERATON WAIKIKI  

By Jennifer Lee Atkin   

Rotary International 

News -- 21 July 2009   

The RI Board of Direc-

tors adopted a new mem-

bership slogan, "Each 

Rotarian: Reach One, 

Keep One," at its June 

meeting. 

The slogan emphasizes 

the need for Rotarians to 

focus on both recruit-

ment and retention in 

their membership growth 

efforts. 

"Membership develop-

ment is each Rotarian's 

responsibility," said Paul 

Netzel, a member of RI's 

Membership Develop-

ment and Retention 

Committee and a past RI 

director. 

"'Reach One' reminds us 

that because Rotary 

membership is by invita-

tion, it's essential that 

each Rotarian reaches 

out and invites someone 

to join," added Netzel, a 

member of the Rotary 

Club of Los Angeles. 

"'Keep One' reminds us 

that it's not sufficient to 

simply sponsor someone 

into Rotary; we must 

also see that new mem-

bers become active and 

involved Rotarians. We 

know this is an essential 

element in membership 

retention." 

The new slogan comple-

ments the Board's long-

term membership strat-

egy, which was also 

adopted at the June meet-

ing. 

Member sponsor and 

retention recognition 

At its January meeting, 

the RI Board adopted a 

New Member Sponsor 

and Retention Recogni-

tion program, which be-

came effective 1 July. 

The program, also part of 

the long-term member-

ship strategy, allows 

Rotary club presidents to 

nominate and recognize 

individuals for sponsor-

ing new members while 

focusing on retention. 

There are several award 

categories: 

¶ Gold pin and certifi-

cate: For Rotarians 

bringing 25 mem-

bers into any Rotary 

club, with 20 still 

active after six years 

¶ Silver pin and cer-

tificate: For Rotari-

ans bringing 10 

members into any 

Rotary club, with 

eight still active 

after four years 
Bronze pin and certificate: 

For Rotarians bringing five 

members into any Rotary 

club, with four still active 

after two years 

Reach One, Keep One  
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" M e m b e r s h i p 

development is 

each Rotarian's 

responsibility,"  

The new membership slogan em-

phasizes the need for Rotarians to 

focus on both recruitment and 

retention in their membership 

growth efforts. Rotary Images  

Continued on page 4 
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