
Shizuko Akamine carries her own Koto to 
and from performances.  That’s the proper thing 
to do.  She will accept help carrying the heavy 
stands that hold it up though.

Mrs. Akamine gave a Koto demonstration to 
Rotary Wednesday.   Tim Young, who introduced 
her, said she’d retired from Finance Factors in 
1979 to battle cancer—a fi ght she won, thanks to 
early detection.  She enrolled at UH-Hilo, worked 
for Occidental Insurance, and pursued her pas-
sion for Koto.  Now she teaches people of all 
ages in the art of this  ancient instrument. 

“Koto started in China in the 8th century,” 
she said, and came to the Japanese court in the 
12th century.  Her Koto is made of lightweight, 
porous paulownia wood.  The 13 strings are 
nylon and the bridges are plastic. Originally, 
strings were silk and bridges ivory. 

July 26 meeting
PRESIDING: Pete Muller
LED PLEDGE: Barry Taniguchi
INSPIRATION: Pete Muller
4 WAY TEST:  Albert Jeyte
MR. MIKE: Preston Barnes
GUESTS:  Hilo Club: Juergen Denecke, 
Eliot Merk, Mike Lutcher, Jere Usui.  
So. Hilo: Brenda Ho, Wally Chong, 
Russ  Johnson. Volcano: Albert Jeyte. 
Others: David Tahutini
HAPPY DOLLARS: David DeLuz Jr.; Tiara 
Inoue, Bob Lamson; Alan Okinaka; 
Karolyn Lundkvist; Steve Bader, 
Rose Bautista, Barry Taniguchi, Mary 
Begier.

MA H A LO: 
Preston Barnes for the gift of two bot-
tles of Port, taken home by Barbara 
Hastings. Very nice, particularly the 
Prager.

calendar
JULY  29 – KILAUEA WILDERNESS RACE,  Dev-
astation Trail in Hawai`i Volcanoes 
National Park, 7 A.M.

AUG 2 —ROTARY MEETING — SPEAKER TO BE 
DETERMINED.

AUG. 10—DEADLINE for suggestions for 
District Grant allocation.
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Passion for Koto
shared with Rotary

Mrs. Akamine played a medley of 
traditional and modern pieces to dem-
onstrate the range of the instrument. 



announcements
KAROLYN LUNDKVISTKAROLYN LUNDKVISTK : announced Aug. 
10 is deadline for suggestions for 
alloting the District community pro-
rject grant money.  Karolyn recom-
mends using the funds to distribute 
the “Look, Remember, Play” game 
to libraries, etc. 

TIM YOUNG: announced that Carol 
Brown had surgery and won’t be 
able to speak to the club next week.  
He also said Brittni Paiva is coming, 
probably later in August.

DAVID DELUZ JR.: thanked all for sup-
port of American Cancer Society 
effort which raised $260,000 from 
the Hilo area.

ALAN OKINAKA: reported that his 
mother on Maui is doing much bet-
ter and walked 30 steps.

PETE MULLER returned 
from his trip to Italy 
in time to fill in for 
President Art Taniguchi 
at Wednesday’s meet-
ing.  Pete reported he 
attended 28 Rotary 
meetings during his visit! 

birthdays
ART TANIGUCHI: July 22
YU YUK PEARRING: July 26

club anniversaries
July  23, 2003 TOMO SAITO

credits
RICHARD CROWE  for photos of Mrs. 
Sato & Koto, Pete Muller and Cen-
tennial Park 
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Rotary Park
nearly done

Under the
spotlight 
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Richard Crowe visited 
Kuhio Kalaniana`ole 
(Centennial) Park, 
Wednesday to check 
on progress. His 
report: “Our Rotary 
park is almost fi n-
ished, believe it or not, 
after three years!”

Steve Jacunski hospitalized

Steve Jacunski, pictured here on 
his recent (July 4) anniversary 
with spouse, Jill, was hospital-
ized for pneumonia, Pete Muller 
reported. Pete said he saw Steve  
Monday, that he was mending 
and expected to be released.


