
was supplied by Richard 

Cunningham and was a 

beautifully framed paint-

ing of the Waimea coun-

tryside. Thank you Rich-

ard! 

We auctioned off a beau-

tiful Douglas Fir bowl 

which was donated by 

the Pahoa Club.  After 

some fierce bidding, 

Barry Taniguchi out bid 

everyone for $250.  

Thank you Barry for 

your generosity.  Pro-

ceeds from the auctions 

will be used to send four 

people to this yearôs con-

ference in New Orleans.  

John started his talk by 

asking the following 

question:  ñWhat are we 

doing and where are we 

going?ò 

He spoke of all the good 

things Rotary is doing 

and the thrill of having a 

new club from Palestine.  

He spoke of the marvel-

ous job Rotary has done 

in fighting polio and the 

resulting reduction in 

polio cases.   

He spoke of Ray Kling-

smith, the current Presi-

dent of Rotary Interna-

tional and his theme of 

Building Communities 

Bridging Continents.  He 

also stated we need to 

have a cheer, but instead 

of ñBigger, Better, 

Bolderò, letôs put a spin 

on it and call it ñBetter, 

Bolder, Bigger.ò  

John closed his talk by 

saying we need to focus 

on fundamentals which 

create our foundation 

and provide us with a 

good base, which is Ro-

tary Foundation, Fellow-

ship, Membership and 

Service. 

Sharon then showed our 

item which would be 

auctioned at the next 

club meeting John 

Steelquist attended.  It 
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A Sunday school teacher was 

telling her class the story of the 

Good Samaritan.  She asked the 

class, ñIf you saw a person lying 

on the roadside, all wounded and 

bleeding, what would you do?ò  A 

thoughtful little girl broke the 

hushed silence, ñI think Iôd throw 

up.ò 

Inspiration  

District Governor 

John Steelquist : 

Bigger, 

Better, 

Bolder 
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Windmills increase income for salt 
harvesters 
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Raffle 

$75 Gift 

Certificate for 

Luigiôs donated 

by Trevor 

Rodrigues  

Pledge led by: 

Dale Tokuuke  

4-Way Test led 

by: 

Mary Begier  

Life is NOT about Waiting for 

the storms to pass, Itôs about 

Learning to Dance in the Rain!      

 ~Vivian Greene  

Quote of the Day  

Guests  
Bob SummersðGuest of 

Mary Begier 

John & Laura Steelquist 

Tom BrownðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

In early April, the salt 

workers partially disassem-

bled the 20-foot-tall steel 

and reinforced-plastic wind-

mills and used trucks and 

tractors to move them to 

surrounding villages before 

the annual monsoon rains, 

which cover the desert in 

several feet of water. 

Shrinand Palshikar, a Wad-

whan City club member, 

proposed the project after 

his club surveyed the salt 

workers in 2008 and noted 

that fuel costs outweighed 

their profits. The next year, 

the club purchased one 

By Peter Schmidtke   

Rotary International News -- 4 

August 2010    

Five families who harvest 

salt from the desert in west-

ern India have Rotarians to 

thank for windmills that 

will double their income. 

The Rotary Club of 

Wadhwan City, India, and 

the Rotary E-Club of the 

Southwest, Arizona, USA, 

received a Rotary Founda-

tion Matching Grant and 

used club and District 5510 

(Arizona) contributions to 

purchase 10 windmills. The 

windmills pump under-

ground, salt-laden water 

into shallow ponds, where 

the salt can be separated 

through evaporation. 

The families -- who are 

among the 10,000 families 

who migrate annually to the 

Little Rann of Kutch salt 

marsh in Gujarat to collect 

up to 800 tons of salt apiece 

-- previously relied on die-

sel engines to draw water to 

the desertôs surface. 

Five windmills were in-

stalled by the manufacturer 

in February with the help of 

Rotarians and the recipi-

ents. Club members expect 

the other five to be in use 

by October, the start of the 

six-month salt-harvesting 

season. 

Deepak Agrawal, governor-

elect of District 3060, vis-

ited the families in March 

and says they each saved 

about $100 in fuel and en-

gine repair costs over a 

monthlong period. 

"The project allowed them 

to buy basic amenities -- a 

glass to drink water from, 

books for their children, a 

light bulb," Agrawal says. 

"With the time they saved 

from engine maintenance, 

one of the fathers brought 

his child to school, and a 

mother read with her chil-

dren." 

A windmill-powered gen-

erator also produced elec-

tricity for one of the fami-

lies. 

Rotarians Vimal Hemani, 
Deepak Agrawal, Shrinand 
Palshikar, Kiran Dave, and 
Rajesh Bhatt with one of 
five windmills installed in 
western India to improve 
the lives of migrant salt 
workers. Photo courtesy of 
the Rotary Club of 
Wadhwan City  
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