
You can watch this 
video again at:  Rotary, 

Share...and Shramdaan. 

Film 2  is about Mis-
souri Rotarians work-
ing in partnership with 
a trucking company 
and food distributor to 
provide a Mobile Food 
Pantry to economically 
depressed towns in 
rural southwest Mis-
souri.  The film fo-
cuses on Gainesville, 
were 80 percent of the 
townôs population lined 
up for food. 
ñPeople living in pov-
erty in the richest 
country in the world.ò  
If you think the poor 
and the hungry arenôt 
like us, these folks 
would dispel that mis-
conception.  See it 
again Here: Just 
Needing Some Help 

You can order more 
videos by subscribing 
to Rotary Video Maga-
zin or more Rotary 
Youtube Videos. 

Breakfast and a 
Movie  
Actually it was Break-
fast and TWO movies, 
but we wonôt accuse 
President Jay Curlee  
of not being able to 
count.  
The movies were from 
Rotary International 
and detailed two ser-
vice projects that go to 
part of this yearôs fo-
cus.  Rotarians are 
concentrating on pro-
jects the deal with wa-
ter, hunger, literacy 
and health. 
Film 1  is about water 
projects in India but 
centered on Rotary 
SHARE and Shram-
daan, a collaboration 
of villagers in Man-
datane, a town of 400 
that lies about 110 
miles from Mumbai.   
The visuals included 
stunningly striking 
shots of women in col-
orful silks walking with 
gleaming pots on their 
heads, some stacked 

nearly as tall as they.  
It may have presented 
a beautiful picture, but 
not a beautiful life as 
these women (always 
the women) carry 
these heavy contain-
ers of water, some-
times for miles.   
Together, Rotarians, 
the SHARE project 
and the villagers 
(providing the Shram-
daan or sweat equity) 
constructed a water 
retention system that 
now provides water 
from one monsoon 
season to the next.  
In India, 1.2 billion 
people do not have 
access to water. 
President Curlee noted 
in his commentary be-
fore the film that he 
and other RCHB Ro-
tarians are working on 
a proposal for a water 
project for our Club; 
ñweôre looking to be 
the initiating club,ò he 
said, pulling others into 
the project. 

Breakfast and A Movie  
Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Jay Curlee 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  

R O T A R Y  C L U B  O F  H I L O  B A Y  

July 29th  2009 -2010  

Maggie Herron  

Upcoming 

Meeting 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$12  
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club having donated at 

least $100 to the fund. 

"Our Rotarians have a 

good history of giving," 

says Strickland. "So all we 

have to do is remind them, 

and they respond. 

"My passion in Rotary is 

the Foundation," he con-

tinues. "If I'm excited 

about the Foundation and 

I can get my club presi-

dents excited, they in turn 

will get the club members 

excited about it. We enjoy 

helping the Foundation. 

We've had the opportunity 

to see all the good work 

the Foundation does." 

In 2007-08, District 6900 

had an average per capita 

giving of $205 to the An-

nual Programs Fund, a 17 

percent increase over the 

previous year. The district 

has more than 200 Paul 

Harris Society members 

and added several more to 

its ranks this year. 

"We have one of the larg-

est Paul Harris Societies. 

That gives us a great start 

and boost toward Annual 

By Arnold R. Grahl   

Rotary International News 

-- 11 August 2009   

Only a handful of weeks 

into the new Rotary year, 

District 6900 (Georgia, 

USA) is already leading by 

example in giving to The 

Rotary Foundation. 

On 1 July, District Gover-

nor Roy Strickland chal-

lenged all 72 clubs in his 

district to give to the An-

nual Programs Fund , the 

primary source of funding 

for Foundation programs. 

"We want to condition our 

clubs to think 'Foundation,' 

and think it early," says 

Strickland. "We remind 

them that every month is 

Foundation month." 

As has been the tradition 

in his district, Rotarians 

responded generously. 

Each club in the district 

has contributed some 

amount to the Annual 

Programs Fund already 

this year, and several are 

100% Rotary Foundation 

Sustaining Member Clubs, 

with every Rotarian in the 

Programs Fund giving," 

Strickland says. 

On 17 July, Hector Colon, 

the district's annual giving 

subcommittee chair and a 

pilot for Delta Airlines, flew 

to Evanston, Illinois, with 

his wife, Carol, to hand-

deliver checks to Rotary 

Foundation General Man-

ager John Osterlund. 

A number of other districts 

have come up with special 

ways to promote annual 

giving. 

Blankenship Cup 

In District 6920, also in 

Georgia, clubs are compet-

ing for the Blankenship 

Cup, named after 2006-07 

District Governor William 

Blankenship, who died 

several months after his 

term. 

The cup, which will be 

awarded for the first time 

this year, is given to the 

club with the highest aver-

age per capita giving to 

the Annual Programs Fund 

in the past three years. 

The trophy has room for a 

dozen inscriptions, with 

 Leading by example  
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Hector Colon, District 

6900's annual giving 

subcommittee chair 

(left) and his wife Carol 

present a check to Ro-

tary Foundation General 

Manager John Oster-

lund.  

Michele Gunderson  was in 
the news for her paddling 
prowess during ñStatesò held in 
Hilo last weekend. 
Gerry Hollins  was in the news 
being quoted about safety 
checks for mopeds. 
Pat Gormanôs spouse, Mary, 
was on the front age on the 
first day of school for first 
graders.   

Recognition  

Continued on page 4 

ñOur Greatest Glory is not in 

never fallingð but in rising every 

time we fall 

- Confucius 

Inspiration 

Blankenship Cup 

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/090810_news_apfgiving.aspx
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By Joseph Derr   

Rotary International 

News -- 7 August 2009  

Joe Donachie, of the 

Rotary Club of Amherst, 

Nova Scotia, Canada, 

enjoyed the 2009 RI 

Convention in Birming-

ham, England, while 

staying at home. Some-

one else's home. 

Donachie, a home-

exchange veteran, took 

advantage of the com-

forts of a Birmingham 

Rotarian's house while 

Birmingham Rotarians 

enjoyed a homestay in 

his Nova Scotia commu-

nity. 

The principle of the 

home exchange is sim-

ple. "Basically, it's 'You 

stay in my home while I 

stay in yours,'" said 

Donachie, a Rotarian 

since 1961, who admits 

he was reluctant about 

the concept at first. 

"I had read about home 

exchanges, but I didn't 

like the idea that there 

was no evaluation [of the 

participants]." Then 

Donachie found out 

about the International 

Home Exchange Fellow-

ship of Rotarians. "I had 

been a Rotarian a long 

time at that point, so I 

gave it a try," he said. 

Donachie found comfort 

in knowing that he was 

in a group with fellow 

Rotarians. Since 1987, 

he has been on 18 ex-

changes all over the 

world through the fel-

lowship, which has about 

400 members. 

"With home exchange, 

you can vacation at mini-

mal cost, but there are 

many other intangibles," 

he said. "Living in a pri-

vate home is considera-

bly better than living at a 

hotel. And the Rotarian 

has usually arranged for 

family, friends, and fel-

low Rotarians to be with 

you and make you feel 

welcome, so you live 

like a local rather than a 

tourist." 

Donachie said that after 

the convention, he went 

on another home ex-

change in Normandy, 

France, staying in the 

home of a Rotarian who 

had hosted his Group 

Study Exchange team in 

2008. He encourages 

Rotarians interested in 

home exchanges during 

the 2010 RI Convention 

in Montréal, Québec, 

Canada, to learn more 

about the fellowship and 

consider joining. 

The home exchange fel-

lowship was one of sev-

eral to have a booth in 

the House of Friendship 

at the Birmingham con-

vention. Members of the 

International Caravan-

ning Fellowship of Ro-

tarians planned a number 

of rallies and stopovers 

on the way to and from 

the event. The group had 

about 91 caravans a few 

miles away from the 

convention site. 

Fellowship of 

caravaners 

Like those who partici-

pate in home exchanges, 

the caravaners say their 

Rotary Fellowship en-

riches their travel experi-

ence. "It's pure fellow-

ship -- it's wonderful. We 

call ourselves the best-

kept secret in Rotary," 

said Eric Matkins, of the 

Rotary Club of 

Sevenoaks Amherst, 

Kent, England. 

The fellowship members 

travel in caravans 

(known in North Amer-

ica as recreational vehi-

cles or RVs) and sightsee 

on their own during the 

day, then get together in 

the evening. 

"We caravan in small 

groups of about 10 to 12 

couples. We don't travel 

together, but we keep our 

units in the same place 

for about four to five 

Enjoying all the comforts of home  
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" W i t h  h o m e 

exchange, you can 

vacation at minimal 

cost, but there are 

m a n y  o t h e r 

intangibles"  

From left, Rotarians Joe 

Donachie, Jim Costello, Dick 

Anderson, and John Mensinger 

answered questions about the In-

ternational Home Exchange Fel-

lowship of Rotarians at their 

booth during the 2009 RI Conven-

tion in Birmingham. Photo cour-

tesy Joe Donachie  

ñIt is better to light one candle 

than curse the darkness 

-Chinese Proverb 

Quote for the 

Day 

Continued on page 4 
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vaners from France, It-

aly, the Netherlands, 

New Zealand, and Swe-

den. Trips are planned 

throughout the year, even 

for New Year's. 

"We usually have two to 

three European trips, and 

days," Matkins said. 

The fellowship, founded 

in 1967, holds about 40 

events each year. It has 

about 1,400 members in 

Great Britain and Ire-

land, but there are 

smaller groups of cara-

in February we went to 

California. It was bril-

liant," said Matkins. 

Learn more about Rotary 

Fellowships and other 

Global Networking Groups. 

Comforts Continued  

BIG ISLAND ROTARY CLUBS  
Rotary Club of Hilo  
Every Friday at noon 

Hilo Yacht Club 

Rotary Club of South Hilo  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 

Rotary Club of Volcano  
Every Thursday 6:45 am 

Volcano House 

Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset  
Every Tuesday at 5:30 

Luquinôs Restaurant 

Rotary Club of North Hawaii  
Every Wednesday at noon 

Daniel Thiebautôs Restaurant 

Rotary Club of Kona Sunrise  
Every Wednesday at 6:45 am 

Tanteôs Restaurant 
Rotary Club of Kona  
Every Thursday at noon 

Royal Kona Resort 

Rotary Club of Kona Mauka  
Every Tuesday at noon 

Teshimaôs Restaurant, Honalo 

1) Is it the TRUTH? 
2) Is it FAIR to all  
concerned?  
3) Will it build 
GOOD WILL and 
better friendships?  
4) Will it be 
BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

THE FOUR 
WAY TEST  

never was!)  Oktober-
fest is September 30, 
Wednesday, 5:30pm 
at Wailoa State Park 
(Large Pavilion). 
 
Mary Begier  notes 
that the Club is looking 
for more interesting 
auction items in order 
to raise substantial 
funds.  And, she said, 
ñbring check-writing 

Jay Curlee  ð Friday, 
August 14 is the 
RCHB board meeting. 
 
Suzanne Robotham  
announced that Okto-
berfest ticketsð$35ð
are available from her, 
Pete Muller and sev-
eral other members.  
Steve Jacunskiôs dis-
count offer is no longer 
valid (and probably 

power friendsò so we 
can gather money 
from people other than 
ourselves.   
 
Barbara Hasting s is 
dunning a few remain-
ing people about their 
bios.  Next step is pub-
lic humiliation by 
name.  

Club Announcements  None 

Birthdays  

Anniversaries  

None 

Club Anniversaries  

None 

plans to have it pass from 

one winning club to the 

next. 

"It was a nice way to estab-

lish a tradition and do 

something to remember 

an outstanding individual," 

says 2008-09 District 

Governor Kenan Kern. 

"The cup idea just sort of 

developed, and we pre-

sented it to our college of 

governors." 

I n  D i s t r i c t  7 3 3 0 

(Pennsylvania), Past Dis-

trict Governor Mary Berge 

brought along her Back-

pack of Dreams when she 

visited clubs in her district 

in 2008-09. The pack con-

tained a water bottle, 

book, and a bag of rice 

and beans, each symboliz-

ing one of the district's 

international service pro-

jects. 

"We wanted them to have 

a metaphor that they 

could grab on to," she 

says. 

Berge also handed out 

pledge cards. Club mem-

bers could commit to do-

nating $60 for a bio-sand 

filter project in the Domini-

can Republic, $75 for a 

project to alleviate hunger 

in Nicaragua, or $75 to 

outfit a new school in Ni-

geria. Though all the 

money went to the Annual 

Programs Fund, the dis-

trict used the cards to 

determine how to allocate 

its District Designated 

Fund. 

"It was a way to show them 

what kinds of things their 

money was going to sup-

port," Berge said. "We kept 

it under $100 because we 

wanted to make it afford-

a b l e . "  

 

Giving to the Annual Pro-

grams Fund totaled 

$218,000 in her district in 

2008-09, a 32 percent 

increase over the previous 

year. 
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