
of health care in East 

Hawaii.  10 years ago the 

state created the Hawaii 

Health Corporation to 

administer the state 

owned hospitals includ-

ing Hilo, 3 years ago, for 

greater efficiency, regu-

latory boards were cre-

ated for Oahu, Maui, 

Kauai, Kona & Hilo.  

These were still under 

the state entity & there 

has been some struggle 

about how to distribute 

power with the legisla-

ture also trying to guide 

since they provide fund-

ing.  

One of the challenges 

faced in east Hawaii is a 

shortage of Physicians.  

Previously doctors 

wanted to go into private 

practice.  Now they want 

to be part of a group but 

Howard is the Regional 

CEO for the East Hawaii 

Region of the Hawaii 

Health Systems Corpora-

tion, which includes Hilo 

Medical Center, Hale 

Hoôola Hamakua, Kaôu 

Hospital, and the Yukio 

Okutsu State Veterans 

Home, serving in this 

capacity since 2008.  He 

is responsible for the 

executive leadership and 

management within the 

region to include plan-

ning, quality health care, 

fiscal management, com-

pliance and regulation, 

advocacy, and promotion 

of the hospital. 

 

As Regional CEO, How-

ard also serves as a Cor-

porate Board member of 

the Hawaii Health Sys-

tems Corporation.  He is 

currently the Chairman 

of FISAC ï Finance, 

Information Systems, 

and Audit Committee, 

and also serves on the 

Quality Improvement 

and Patient Safety as 

well as the System Pol-

icy Committees. 

 

At present, he is a mem-

ber of the Hilo Bay Ro-

tary Club, and is a Board 

member of the Hilo 

Chamber of Commerce 

and the Hilo Japanese 

Chamber of Commerce.  

Additionally, Howard 

serves on the Hawaii 

Island Healthcare Alli-

ance and the Community 

Health Action Task 

Force. 

 

Dr. Robert Irvine gave 

the historical perspective 

Howard Ainsley, The East Hawaii Region of 

the Hawaii Health Systems Corp. 

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Sharon Scheele 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  
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Dr. Lonny Higgins, Medi-

cal trip to Haiti in October  

Upcoming Meeting 

Susan James  

Reporter 

1. ñIf I were two-faced would I 

be wearing this one?ò 

2. ñNearly all men can stand 

adversity, but if you want to 

test a manôs character, give 

him powerò 

~Abraham Lincoln 

Inspiration  Continued on Page 4 

Dr. Robert Irvine giving us a 

histortical perspective of the 

health care in East Hawaii 
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Raffle 

$50 KTA Gift 

Certificate & 

Crepe Pan  

donated by 

Barbara 

Hastings  

4-Way Test led 

by: 

Paula Uusitalo  

What lies behind you, and what 

lies in front of you, pales in 

comparison to what lies inside 

of you.  

 ~Ralph Waldo Emerson  

Quote of the Day  

Guests  
Dr. Robert IrvineðGuest of 

Howard Ainsley 

Russ OdaðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Marcia SakaiðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Jim FerqersonðRotary Club 

of S. Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

use by 1918. The Board 

appointed Charles Mackin-

tosh, of the Rotary Club of 

Chicago, and Oscar Bjorge, 

of the Rotary Club of Du-

luth, to the Special Commit-

tee to Standardize the Ro-

tary Emblem. 

Bjorge drafted an emblem 

with six spokes and 24 

cogs, giving it a sturdy 

appearance. In this design, 

the number of teeth and 

spokes was intended to 

reflect a real, working gear-

wheel, and not any aspect 

of Rotary's history. 

In November 1919, the 

Board adopted Bjorgeôs 

design and a detailed de-

scription, and the 1921 

convention formally ap-

proved them. For many 

years, descriptions of the 

emblem simply referred to a 

1920 article in The Rotar-

ian, ñRedesigning the Ro-

tary Wheel,ò which an-

nounced the Boardôs deci-

sion. 

By 1924, Bjorgeôs design 

By Susan Hanf and Joe 

Derr, Rotary International 

News -- 17 August 2010  

The Rotary emblem, un-

changed since 1924, was 

redesigned many times in 

the early years of the or-

ganization. 

In 1905, Montague M. 

Bear, an engraver and mem-

ber of the Rotary Club of 

Chicago, sketched a wagon 

wheel with 13 spokes. 

When fellow club members 

began to complain that the 

design was static and life-

less, Bear added flourishes 

that made the wheel appear 

to ride on a bed of clouds. 

Unfortunately, some mem-

bers felt the clouds looked 

like dust, defying the laws 

of gravity by being kicked 

up on both sides of the 

wheel. 

Bear responded by superim-

posing a banner with the 

words Rotary Club over the 

clouds. 

In 1911, Secretary Chesley 

R. Perry recommended that 

ñaction be taken by the 

National Association to 

establish the wheel as the 

basic part of the emblem of 

every Rotary club.ò Clubs 

were invited to submit de-

signs to an emblem com-

mittee before the 1912 con-

vention in Duluth, Minne-

sota. 

The Duluth convention 

provided some definition. 

ñThe emblem consists of 

the basic principle of a 

wheel with gears cut on the 

outer edge. é The spokes 

are to be so designed as to 

indicate strength; the object 

of the gears é being two-

fold; to relieve the plainness 

of the design, and é sym-

bolize power.ò 

The word Rotary appeared 

at the top and International 

Association at the bottom. 

Clubs were encouraged to 

use a similar design, placing 

the name of their city at the 

bottom in place of Interna-

tional Association. The 

number of spokes and cogs 

was unspecified. 

As a result, numerous varia-

tions on the emblem were in Continued on Next Page 
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Marci Sakai: paid Mike Gleasonôs 

fine. 

Susan James for Adam Pack always 

ñsteps upò when scribe needed 

Jay Curlee for Richard Crowe agree-

ing to ñwear a shirtò at future meet-

ings 

Richard Crowe for visit to his 85 

year old father, for buying a condo in 

Canada with his sister &  because he 

visited a Rotary club in Waterloo, 

Canada                  

Sharon Scheele for her credit card 

company calling to warn her about a 

large charge from Ghana. 

Happy Dollars 

Collected 

$23  

Emblem Continued 

as set forth by the RI Board 

of Directors. These guide-

lines govern the use of the 

Rotary Marks on all mer-

chandise, promotional ma-

terials, and publications, 

including domain names 

and websites. 

For more informaiton: 

See Rotary History 

and Archives . 

Visit the Rotary 

Global History Fel-

lowship website. 

Read more Historic Mo-

ments 

had been modified to in-

clude a keyway. This addi-

tion has been attributed to 

Will R. Forker, of the Ro-

tary Club of Los Angeles. 

He was reported to have 

said Bjorgeôs design made 

no provision for the transfer 

of power to or from a shaft, 

rendering the wheel idle. 

Forker perceived Rotary as 

a ñliving force,ò and insert-

ing a keyway into the hub 

made the new wheel a ñreal 

worker.ò 

In January 1924, the Board 

formally approved the em-

blem that was then in use. 

Not all written descriptions 

were updated immediately, 

however. To clear up any 

confusion caused by the 

various decisions about the 

emblem between 1912 and 

1929, a standard description 

of the existing design, with 

a keyway, was approved by 

the 1929 convention. 

The Rotary emblem, like 

Rotaryôs name and other 

logos, is a registered trade-

mark. Clubs, districts, and 

Rotary Entities are welcome 

to use the Rotary emblem 

subject to the guidelines for 

the use of the Rotary Marks 

The current Rotary em-
blem, with keyway.  

The emblem, 1905  The emblem, 1906  

The emblem, 1910  The emblem, 1912  
Bjorge's design for the Ro-
tary emblem, as published 
in the January 1920 issue 
of The Rotarian.  
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