
with lots of disease. 
They brought in all 
the food, medication 
and supplies. By 
working directly with 
their Haitian counter-
parts, they were able 
to build trust. 
They plan to return in 
2 weeks and continue 
working on communi-
cation and education. 

Dr. Lonny Higgins 
spoke about her 
Medical Mission to 
Haiti.  Dr Higgins cur-
rent works in West 
Hawaii Community 
Health Center in 
Kona as a Gynecolo-
gist.  She has literally 
worked all across the 
globe from Boston, 
Carribean, Central 
America, New Zea-
land, Guam & The 
Marshall Islands.  In 
2006 she wrote 
ñCreating Life Against 
The Odds, The Jour-

ney From Infertility to 
Parenthood.: 
After seeing the aid 
concert after the 
earthquake, Dr. Hig-
gins was motivated to 
go to Haiti. Her goal 
is to build and teach 
sustainability, while at 
the same time saving 
life and limbs. 
When she arrived in 
Haiti, she decided to 
go to Saint Marc be-
cause she felt that 
area would need the 
most help. 
The area is very poor 

Dr. Lonny Higgins, Medical Mission to Haiti 

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 
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Gary Fa'agau-"True 
Clean Energy for Hawaiiò 

Upcoming Meeting 

Doug Patterson 

Reporter 

A "no" uttered from the deepest 

conviction is better and greater 

than a "yes" merely uttered to 

please, or what is worse, to avoid 

trouble. 

Honest differences are often a 

healthy sign of progress. 

"Considered to be the father of his 

country, Mahatma Gandhi led the 

Indian nationalist movement 

against British rule." 

Inspiration  
President Sharon presenting 

Dr. Lonny Higgins for a 

check for $500! 

mailto:scheele4rotary@yahoo.com
mailto:jason@stuffitstorage.com
http://www.hilobayrotary.org


Canadian Rotarian swims to end 

polio  
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Raffle 

Lobsterfest 

Ticket  donated 

by Alan 

Okinaka 

Won by Sharon 

Scheele 

Pledge by: 

Jason Merk 

4-Way Test led 

by: 

James Leonard 

He who sees a need and waits 

to be asked for help is as un-

kind as if he had refused it. 

 ~Dante Alighieri 

Quote of the Day  

Guests  
Charles SugiyamaðGuest 

of Art Taniguchi 

Robin TaniguchiðGuest of 

Art Taniguchi 

Lorraine ShinðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Marcia SakaiðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Kevin LeBourdaisðRotary 

Club of Volcano 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

than a few laps in a local 
pool. 

"I'm not a distance swim-
mer. But when the idea 
came up a year ago, I 
decided to begin train-
ing," explained Convery, 
who achieved a national 
ranking in Canada as a 
drug-free bodybuilder six 
years ago. "I'm used to 
being physical. But this 
was really something 
different." 

After months of practicing 
the efficient, gliding 
strokes necessary for 
long-distance swimming, 
Convery completed a 12-
mile swim across Lake 
Erie in June, which 
served as a qualifier. 
Solo Swims of Ontario, a 
volunteer group that gov-
erns solo attempts to 

By Arnold R. Grahl   
Rotary International 
News -- 18 August 2010    

A 43-year-old Rotarian 
from Dundas, Ontario, 
Canada, raised thou-
sands of dollars for polio 
eradication through her 
attempt to swim 32 miles 
across Lake Ontario ear-
lier this month. 

Although Thie Con-
veryôs Swim to End Po-
lio did not end as she 
had hoped -- weather 
conditions forced her to 
stop halfway across the 
lake -- she helped her 
Rotary c lub ra ise 
US$44,000 for Rotaryôs 
US$200 Million Chal-
lenge. The Rotary Club 
of Dundas hopes to bring 
in an additional $30,000 
through three future fund-
raisers that will capitalize 
on the publicity the swim 
generated. 

ñI was plugging along. I 
could have swum to 
Newfoundland. But we 
just didnôt have luck on 
our side,ò Convery said, 
of the decision to end the 
event after eight hours. 
The 6-foot waves were 
getting larger, and sup-
port boats were having 
difficulty keeping Con-
very in sight. ñI was very 
disappointed. But safety 
is the most important 
thing,ò she said. 

Her effort received exten-
sive print and broadcast 
coverage, both before 
and after the event. She 
said Rotary c lubs 
throughout Canada have 

c o n t r i b -
uted di-
rectly to 
Rotaryôs 
challenge 
after hear-
ing about 
the at-
tempt. 

ñ W e 
wanted to 
r a i s e 
a w a r e -
ness, and 
we cer-
tainly did 
that,ò she 
said. 

Convery, 
a financial 
a d v i s e r , 
said she 
decided to 
take on the endeavor 
after club members gath-
ered last year to discuss 
raising money for the 
challenge. 

Motivation  
She was also motivated 
by her friendship with two 
polio survivors. Sadique 
Alli, a former Dundas 
club member, contracted 
the disease as a child in 
India and now uses a leg 
brace to walk. Convery 
also met Ramesh Ferris, 
of the Rotary Club of 
Whitehorse, Yukon, sev-
eral times, and earned 
his support. Ferris hand-
cycled across Canada in 
2008 to raise more than 
C$300,000 for polio 
eradication. 

Before her training, she 
had never swum more 

Continued on Page 4 

Thie Convery promotes her Swim to End 
Polio during the 2010 RI Convention in 
Montréal, Québec, Canada.  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100818_news_polioswim.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100818_news_polioswim.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100818_news_polioswim.aspx
http://swimtoendpolio.ca/
http://swimtoendpolio.ca/
http://www.rotary.org/endpolio
http://www.rotary.org/endpolio
http://www.rotary.org/endpolio
http://cycletowalk.com/
http://cycletowalk.com/
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/ContributeNow/OnlineContributionForm/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead
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Dr. Lonny Higgins for someone driv-

ing her to the meeting 

Jay Curlee for having a battery for 

the mic and appreciates all that Susan 

does for him. 

Kevin Hopkins for having 2 former 

students visiting him 

Jason Merk: Sad because his father 

Eliot Merk is moving to Arkansas 

Alan Okinaka for attending a health 

care conference 

Sandra Wagner-Wright  for being 

back from her trip 

Dave DeLuz Jr. for Mike Gleason 

fishing on the bay 

Happy Dollars & 

Fines Collected 

$61  

Parton, RI team up to promote early 

childhood reading  

from birth until age five. 

The program has re-

ceived support from more 

than 115 Rotary clubs 

and has grown from its 

base in Partonôs home 

state of Tennessee, 

USA, to other communi-

ties in the United States, 

Canada, and the United 

Kingdom. 

Read about Parton at 
the RI Convention 
Read more about RI's 
collaboration with the 
Imagination Library 

Rotary International 

News -- 19 August 

2010    

Country music legend 

Dolly Parton says 

reading to a pre-

schooler is the best 

way to prepare for the 

day when that child 

first heads off to 

school. 

Parton was a speaker at 

the 2010 RI Convention 

in Montréal, Québec, 

Canada, in June, where 

she received Paul Harris 

Fellow Recognition and 

shared her appreciation 

for Rotary's efforts to 

promote literacy. RI 

News caught up with 

Parton in Montréal for an 

exclusive interview. 

Watch the video above 

for the interview, and for 

more from her conven-

tion appearance. 

Rotary International and 

the Dollywood Founda-

tion's Imagination Li-

brary are collaborating to 

promote early childhood 

reading. The Imagination 

Library provides pre-

school children with a 

free book each month 

What do you like 
most about Rotary?   

Richard CroweðFun & the 

fellowship 

Bettye WilliamsðMeeting 

next to the ocean Rotarian Magazine Question: The article on crystal 
meth describes activities in what State? New Mexico 

Click to see the video 


