
kwh in Hawaiói, mostly 

provided by petroleum-

based products. It was 

pointed out to the 

speaker that 11 cents per 

kwh is unrealistically 

low for the State of Ha-

waiói, due to distribution 

and transportation costs 

that add considerably to 

consumersô costs. It is 

not clear what effect 

more renewable energy 

may have on this figure, 

but clearly energy gener-

ated by fossil fuels will 

in any event cost much 

more here than the U.S. 

average. 

 

For more information, 

v i s i t  h t t p : / /

www.keepourislandclean

.com/  

Wednesdayôs speaker 

was Gary Faóagau of 

Keep Our Island Clean, 

who was introduced by 

Yu Yok Pearring. Mr. 

Faóagau started off the 

presentation by saying 

that his goal was to 

ñeducate the public on 

energy issues.ò He dis-

cussed a number of re-

newable energy sources, 

including wind, solar and 

geothermal. For exam-

ple, Puna Geothermal 

Venture produces about 

30 MW of power, or 20 

percent of Hawaiói Is-

landôs needs (enough 

electricity for 30,000 

residents and visitors). 

The focus of the talk, 

however, was about the 

Pepeóekeo electrical gen-

eration plant becoming a 

biomass plant powered 

by wood chips from the 

Hamakua Coast. Mr. 

Faóagau discussed a 

number of shortcomings 

of the proposed Hu 

Honua biomass plant; in 

particular, air pollution, 

street noise, road degra-

dation, and energy ineffi-

ciency (only 20% effi-

cient) were noted. He 

also found fault with the 

application process, in 

that the claims made by 

the company to the State 

were considerably more 

rigorous than those made 

to the community. Hu 

Honua apparently also 

a t t e m p t e d  t o 

ñgrandfather inò less 

restrictive regulations to 

circumvent the current 

more rigorous standards. 

He also claimed that 

neighbors bought prop-

erty in the area without 

notification that the plant 

might start up again. 

 

In the question and an-

swer period, some Hilo 

Bay Rotarians brought a 

different perspective to 

the discussion, and asked 

Mr. Faóagau to clarify a 

number of claims. One 

of these was that if Puna 

Geothermal Venture 

were to increase their 

power generation to 500 

MW (as considered in 

the 1980s), thus serving 

the whole island, then 

the cost to the Hawaiói 

Island consumer could 

be 11 cents per kilowatt-

hour (which is the U.S. 

average), compared to 

the current 34 cents per 

Gary Faôagau, President of Keep Our Island 

Clean, LLC  

Meeting Place:  Hilo Yacht Club 

Time:  6:45 a.m., Wednesdays 

President:  Sharon Scheele 

Newsletter Editor:  Jason Merk 
Web Page:  

http://www.hilobayrotary.org  
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Club Assembly ï NG Chair 
Alan Okinaka re: Rotaract  

Upcoming Meeting 

Richard Cunningham  

Reporter 

To get what you have never had, 

you must do what you have never 

done.  

~Harvey Mackay 

Inspiration  

Mr. Faôagau talking about 

various forms of energy 

production in Hawaii. 

Richard Crowe  

Photos By 

mailto:scheele4rotary@yahoo.com
mailto:jason@stuffitstorage.com
http://www.hilobayrotary.org


Star struck 
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Raffle 

$50.00 KTA 

certificate 

donated by 

Doug Patterson 

Won by Tom 

Witthans 

Pledge by: 

Rich Wlosinski  

4-Way Test led 

by: 

Patty Sue 

Salvador  

No enterprise can exist for itself 

alone.  It ministers to some great 

need, It performs some great 

service, not for itself, but for 

others; or failing therein, it ceases 

to be profitable and ceases to 

exist. 

~Calvin Coolidge  

Quote of the Day  

Guests  
Patty Sue Salvador 

Kerry GlassðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Susan MunroðRotary Club 

of Hilo 

Russ OdaðRotary Club of 

Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

she was surprised to 

learn that they knew 

more about Japan and 

Japanese culture than 

she did. The experience 

taught her more about 

not only her own country 

but also the value of an 

objective viewpoint, 

which she believes is 

relevant in her work as 

an astronaut. 

ñYou can learn so much 

more about the earth by 

studying it from a dis-

tance,ò she says. 

By Maureen Vaught   

Rotary International News -

- 30 August 2010    

Even as a small child, 

Japanese astronaut and 

former Rotary Founda-

t ion Ambassadorial 

Scholar Naoko Yamazaki 

found outer space fasci-

nating. From her home in 

Matsudo City outside 

Tokyo, she spent eve-

nings stargazing. As she 

grew older, movies 

like Star Wars and TV 

broadcasts of shuttle 

launches fueled her 

growing interest. 

ñBased on these shows, I 

assumed we would all go 

to space,ò says Yama-

zaki, who is only the sec-

ond Japanese woman to 

become an astronaut. 

Yamazaki has logged 

more than 360 hours in 

space as a crew member 

on the space shut-

tle Discovery . In April, 

she served as mission 

specialist on the STS-

131 Discovery ôs resup-

ply mission to 

the Interna-

tional Space 

Station. The 

trip held spe-

cial meaning 

for Yamazaki. 

ñI was part of 

the project 

team that de-

veloped the 

space station,ò 

she says. ñItôs 

very impres-

sive, especially 

when you consider more 

than 15 countries, includ-

ing Japan and the United 

States, helped build it.ò 

The chance to work on 

international projects as 

a 1994-95 Rotary 

Scholar contributed to 

Yamazakiôs career 

choice. She studied 

space robotics at the 

University of Maryland in 

College Park, Maryland, 

USA, sponsored by the 

Rotary Club of Matsudo 

Chuoh, Chiba, Japan. 

Working with students 

from around the world, 
Continued on Page 4 

Yamazaki. Photos courtesy Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency  

http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100830_news_yamazaki.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100830_news_yamazaki.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/MediaAndNews/News/Pages/100830_news_yamazaki.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Contribute/ContributeNow/OnlineContributionForm/Pages/ridefault.aspx?housead
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David Hurd  for success of the Vol-

cano Run aid station. 

 

Barbara Hastings to announce a 

Mufi and Neil forum at UHH theatre 

Tuesday 8/31 at 6:15. Preceeded by a 

meet and great with the Lt. Gov. can-

didates at 5:30. 

 

Yu Yuk Pearring  for her son return-

ing to Purdue University. 

 

Richard Crowe for fun at the Vol-

cano Run and for the introduction to 

GU. 

 

Patti Sue Salvador for visiting Ha-

waii and the Hilo Bay Rotary Club.  

Happy Dollars & 

Fines Collected 

$34  

Volcano Rain Forest Run  

Words of Wisdom 
for a Good Marriage  

Preston BarnesðNext Year 

Rotarian Magazine Question: What country is receiving help from Rotarians in District 
5030 Washington State and a 3-H (Health, Hunger & Humanity) grant from The Ro-
tary Foundation to confront a culture of prejudice against people with disabilities? Ne-
pal (District 3292)             

Photos by Richard 

Crowe 


