
board expect the Big 

Island that is divided into 

East Hawaii and West 

Hawaii boads  He also 

touch on the  raising cost 

of health care and how 

the hospital runs at a lost 

due to the insurance pro-

grams like Medicare and 

other private insurances.  

Our speaker this week 

was Dr. Robert Irvine, 

who came to speak about 

the financial conditions 

of health care on the big 

island.  

Dr. Irvine shared about 

the history of the Hilo 

Medical Center and its 

beginnings as Hilo Hos-

pital.  He explain how 

this institute like many 

others in Hawaii have 

given control of the day 

to day operations  to a 

regional board in order to 

cut cost and run the hos-

pital more efficiently.    

All of the islands in Ha-

waii have one regional 

Dr. Robert Irvine Ĕ Big Island Heath Care System  
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and work.  David or 

Kawika came to Hawaii 

because of a surfing 

movie and to study 

oceanography.  He has 

worked for the Univer-

sity of Hawaii, Hokkaido 

University in Japan and 

Shell Oil in Houston. 

While studying oceanog-

raphy at the University 

of Hawaii at Manoa, he 

took a job as a short or-

der cook and met his 

wife, Helen.  In 1991, 

they decide to move to 

Hilo, Helenôs hometown.  

After moving to Hilo, 

David Hurd was induc-

ticted  on Wednesday.  

He is being loaned the 

designation of Web Site 

Designing.  David has an 

interesting website at 

ukules.com where you 

can read about his life 

Newest Rotarian: David Hurd  
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