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Kalani Silva of the Boys & Girls Club
of the Big Island

Having used the facilities
of the Boys and Girls

Club (BGC) during his

youth, Kalani noticed

that the community does
not have enough aware-
ness of what BGC does
and where its branches
are. Purpose of his talk is
to inform and update the
club on the current status
of the facility.

BGC is now open for

business and offers great Pahoa,

opportunity to serve the
community with its $1.1
million renovation of its
Hilo facility. The Hilo

club is expected to re
open in November. Size

of the club after renova-
tion will remain the same
but with much better
facilities such as the
game room, art center,
computers, fitness center
and pool, which still has
phases 3 and 4 to un-
dergo. Gym is 30940%

done with GW construc-
tion donating the paint-
ing service. There are 5
other BGCs on the island
in rural areas: Keaau,
Pahala,
View and Naalehu. Be-
sides the flagship club in
Hilo, Keaau and Pahoa
(which gets 460 kids

daily) are the next most
important branches. Pa-

Kalnai Silva with Jay Curlee

Ocean

hala branch has a new
director and the Ocean
View branch meets at
Kahuku Park where kids
are brought there by a
bus. One of the chal-
lenges the Ocean View
and Naalehu clubs face is
the problem with kids
from Ocean View not
liking the kids from Naa-

lehu and Vviceversa.

Somehow, these kids can
identify whether they are
from Ocean View or

Naalehu.

On the whole, BGC
serves 70% of the youth
on the Big Island. Kalani
has received requests to
set up branches in Kona
and Waimea and he
would like to but would
need committed mem-
bers of the community to
step forward to help. If
there is enough assis-
tance to set up branches
in Kona and Waimea,
Kalani will commit to be
there for meetings every
quarter at each branch.
He does not want to go
back to public account-

Continued on page 4
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Building peace, one act at a time

By Arnold R. Grahl
Rotary International
News -- 14 September
2009

Lisa Monette knew she
wanted to do something
for her class project that
would have a lasting

"Communication really )
Impact.

is the key to preventin
conflict. And dialogue i
the key to solving
conflict,"

Monette, aRotary World
Peace Fellowat Chu-
lalongkorn  University,
joined forces with three
other peace fellows who

were thinking along
similar lines. Together,
they dreamed up A Mil-
lion Acts of Peace, an
effort they launched
online 27 August to en-
courage one million peo-
ple to carry out one act
of peace each.

"The idea sort of grew
out of the thought that

Visiting

R 7 people can do little

Otarl a.nS things that may not mean
that much,” Monette

Saeko HayashBi Rotray Club of says. "But if you have a
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million people doing
little things, you can
have a big impact.”

Monette's collaborators
include Gregorio Her-
nandez Jr., a major in the
Philippine army;
Raseema Alam, a peace
building trainer and con-
sultant from Canada; and
Virender Singh Malik, a
retired colonel from In-
dia. All have now com-
pleted the threenonth
program. In addition to
the Web site the peace
fellows created a page on
Facebook and are heav-
ily promoting their effort
through Twitter.

Their Web site defines
an act of peace as
"anything you do to fur-
ther your understanding
of another person, place
or culture." It can also
include efforts that help
the vulnerable, outcast,
or needy. So far, Monette
says the groupastallied

4

about 150 acts of peace,
counted as peopleraail
them or contact them via
Facebook.

"Communication really
is the key to preventing
conflict. And dialogue is
the key to solving con-
flict," she adds. "If we
can get people talking
and working together
with others, we have
achieved our goal.”

Monette was sponsored
for the Rotary World

Peace Fellowships pro-
gram by the Rotary Club
of Ottawa, Ontario, Can-
ada. She took a short
leave from her job as a
spokesperson for the
Canadian Department of
Foreign Affairs and In-

ternational Trade, spe-
cializing in issues related
to Asia and terrorism and
security worldwide.

She says her grandfather
was a Rotarian, and her

Continued on page 4

| Gregorio Hernandez (left) and
Lisa Monette (right) plant trees
E in Thailand as an act of peace.
« Photo courtesy Lisa Monette
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Rotaract paves the way into Rotary

By Arnold R. Grahl

Rotary International
News -- 9 September
2009

Almost two decades ago,
Cyril Noirtin, then a high
school student from
Nancy, France, received
a special gift from Ro-
tary: a chance to partici-
pate in an exchange to
Wisconsin, USA, hosted
by the Rotary Club of
Lake CountryHartland.
Noirtin had no idea that
the oneyear Rotary
Youth Exchange trip
would change his life
and personality.

"The exchange gave me
an appetite to be in-
volved in an interna-
tional network. When |
came back to France, |
decided to join Rota-
ract," says Noirtin, who
later became charter
president of the Rotary
Club of Paris Agora and
is now an RI representa-
tive to UNESCO.
"Thanks to my Rotaract
membership, | have been
able to gain leadership
abilities, build friend-
ships all around the
world, and participate in
many social and humani-
tarian projects.”

In addition to holding
many leadership roles in
Rotaract, the tecbavvy
Noirtin helped put to-
gether Web sites for Ro-
taractors. His skills
caught the eye of Rotar-
ian Bernard Dervaux,
then governor of District
1660, who tapped him to

serve on the district's
Internet committee. He
quickly became the dis-
trict's webmaster, helped
organize the district con-
ference, and worked on
the district's monthly

newsletter.

"At the end of the year,
the district governor and
other members of the
committee had forgotten
| was not a Rotarian,” he
recalls. "And | can tell

you, when we created the
Rotary Club of Paris
Agora, we had the sup-
port and help of every
one of them."

Noirtin would like to see

more Rotaractors take
what he calls the "natural
next step" and become
Rotarians. Working side
by side on projects, he
says, is the best way to
make the transition
smoother.

"Rotarians and Rotarac-
tors have to get to know
more about each other,
understand what the
other can bring to a pro-
ject,” he says. "If they
are successful in doing
that, my belief is the age
barrier no longer is a
problem.”

Noirtin, who also serves
on the Rotary Centers
Committee, feels that it's
crucial for Rotaractors to
keep searching for a Ro-
tary club or to consider
chartering a new one if
they don't initially find a

good fit.

"Even if they look

around today and don't
feel comfortable, it's

important they keep
looking," he says. "They
are the ones who are
going to build and shape
the Rotary of tomorrow.
It is critical for them to
enter Rotary."

The Paris Agora club
was chartered with
younger members in
mind. Noirtin says his
club's average age of 35
40 is 1520 vyears
younger than most estab-
lished clubs in the Paris
area. It meets in the eve-
nings and only twice a
month, which he says is
much easier than tradi-
tional meeting schedules
on the club's leadership,
who are young profes-
sionals.

Noirtin would also like
to see an effort to organ-
ize former Rotaractors,
perhaps into an alumni
association, to help them
keep in touch and find
their way into Rotary. He
feels the issue is impor-
tant enough for Rotary
leaders to make it a top
priority.

"If we have no one to
share our future with, we
have no future.”

This is the first in a se-
ries ofarticles about Ro-
tary youth programs for
New Generations Month.
Learn more about Rota-
ract

Learn more about Rotary
Youth Exchange

Learn more about
the 2010 Rotaract Pre-
conventionl8-19 June in
Montréal, Canada.

nspiration

ount our blessings and be in-
pired by the beauty of the ocean
ews and surroundings we live
. - Frank Annin

Cyril Noirtin, a former Rotaractor
and current member of the Rotary
Club of Paris Agora and RI repre-
Sentative to UNESC@Rhoto
courtesy Cyril Noirtin

"Thanks to my Rotara
membership, | have be
able to gain leadershi

abilities, build
friendships all arounc
the world, and

participate in many
social and humanitaria
projects."
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