
achieve the greatest 

amount of strength with 

the least weight.    

As evidence of the art-

istry involved, he 

showed one sword dis-

guised as a walking 

stick, which, though 

made of metal, had all 

the appearance of a natu-

ral polished stick.   He 

noted that the sword 

dated back to the Meigi 

Restoration period when 

swords were outlawed in 

Japan.     

It was indeed a fascinat-

ing presentation that 

gave a rare glimpse into 

Japanese history and its 

tradition of fine artistry 

and craftmanship.   

Collier Thelen, who has 

been collecting Japanese 

Military Antiquities for a 

number of years and 

houses many of his 

pieces in the upstairs 

showroom at Cunning-

ham Gallery, brought 

several outstanding 

pieces for the Club to 

view, including pieces of 

armor, swords, helmets, 

spears, parry devices, a 

saddle, lacquered powder 

horn, and a 17th century 

ñmatch-lockò pistol 

which predated the flint-

lock pistols.  He pointed 

out that what is so strik-

ing about these pieces, 

and a main reason for his 

passion in collecting 

them, is the amazing 

level of artistry and 

craftsmanship that went 

into their construction.   

They also tell much 

about Japanese history 

and its influences.   He 

noted that, in contrast to 

the European armaments, 

the Japanese armor was 

ingenious in it strength 

and light-weight con-

struction, reflective of 

the need to be able to 

scale castle walls in full 

armor.  Typically, a com-

plete suit of armor would 

weigh between 25 to 50 

pounds.   He demon-

strated on helmet in par-

ticular that was made up 

of 62 plates with adjoin-

ing sections, each with 

22 rivets.   This ñbuilt-

upò process, though time

-consuming, helped 
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