
was very formal for the 

meetings. The group also 

did some touring, Kano 

History Museum for ex-

ample, and attended the 

Rotary District Confer-

ence.  During the confer-

ence Trevor decided to 

visit the Veterinary 

School nearby, escorted 

by heavy security once 

he left the building.  Se-

curity was intense, with 

at least as many security 

guards as visiting Rotari-

ans.   

 

Interesting pictures of a 

world very different 

from ours, thank you, 

Trevor, for taking time 

and energy to go to Ni-

geria and thank you for a 

very interesting presenta-

tion!  

Nigeria is an oil rich 

nation, extremely wide 

division between rich 

and poor; corruption in 

politics rules.  In 1992 

almost wiped out polio 

(only 40 cases left), 

when politics occurred, 

and then a rumor was 

spread that it was a guise 

for making males infer-

tile. It took well over 10 

years to turn this around.   

 

The Rotary group began 

their work at the main 

hospital in Kano.  This 

hospital does regular 

polio vaccinations, Ro-

tarians felt they seemed 

to be in the way of the 

hospital personnelôs 

usual procedures for the 

vaccinations.  This hos-

pital has 400 babies born 

per day; in front of the 

hospital was a hand wa-

ter pump where people 

get their water; sanitation 

does not exist, even at 

the hospital é.where 

there was an open sewer.  

The group, with local 

Rotarians, went on to 

shanty towns and vil-

lages, also St. Lukeôs 

Hospital and other hospi-

tals where they gave 

numerous vaccinations 

and were truly appreci-

ated by villagers, moth-

ers and children.   

 

The Nigerian Rotarians 

were very friendly, and 

assisted a great deal.  

The group went to Ro-

tary meetings every night 

and met all the clubs in 

the area. The meetings 

were very formal like-

wise the Nigeriansô attire 
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There are two theories in arguing 

with a woman, neither one works.  

Inspiration led by Steve Jacunski 

Inspiration 

them part of our family," 

he says. "I want to give 

them everything they 

need, no strings attached, 

just like my own chil-

dren." 

Soehardi's first brush 

with Rotary came as he 

coordinated relief efforts 

for victims of the 2004 

Indian Ocean tsunami. 

Through donations from 

friends and leaders in the 

airline industry, he se-

cured more than 130 tons 

of medical supplies, 

food, and clothes, which 

were delivered to af-

fected villages by several 

Rotary clubs. 

Impressed by the Rotari-

ans' dedication to helping 

others, Soehardi decided 

to join Rotary. 

"It's such a privilege be-

ing a Rotarian," he says. 

"Their spirit of together-

ness and helpfulness is 

what inspired me to join. 

So many doors, all over 

the world, have been 

opened to me. My life is 

more beautiful with Ro-

tary in it." 

Soehardi's club helped 

furnish the orphanage 

with books, computers, 

and a projector. In 2006, 

a Rotary Foundation 

Matching Grant helped 

provide a vehicle for a 

mobile library program. 

To cast a vote for Soe-

hardi or learn more about 

the award, visit the CNN 

Heroes page. 

By Ryan Hyland   

Rotary International 

News -- 5 November 

2009   

Rotarian Budi Soehardi's 

devotion to bettering the 

lives of disadvantaged 

children in Indonesia 

earned him a spot as one 

of 10 finalists for the 

2009 CNN Hero of the 

Year award . 

Soehardi grew up in 

Central Java, Indonesia, 

where food and educa-

tion were often scarce. 

At 53, it's his goal to 

help children avoid the 

hardships he had to en-

dure. 

With his wife, Peggy, 

Soehardi opened an or-

phanage in West Timor, 

Indonesia, in 2002 after 

learning about the horri-

ble conditions faced by 

refugee children fleeing 

the violence on the east-

ern portion of  the island. 

The Roslin Orphanage 

has provided food, shel-

ter, and education to 

more than 45 children, 

from newborns to teen-

agers. 

"These children were 

suffering much the way I 

did, but worse," says 

Soehardi, a pilot and 

member of the Rotary E-

Club of 3310, Singapore. 

"I feel very blessed in 

my life and wanted to 

give something back to 

those who needed it the 

most. My goal is to make 

the kids smile and happy. 

That's all." 

Soehardi and his wife 

have three children, but 

he also treats those in the 

orphanage as his own. 

"We care for each child 

equally and consider 

"These children were 

suffering much the 

way I did, but worse"  

Guests  
Jessica YamamotoðGuest of 

Mike Gleason 

Pat AioneðRotary Club of 

South Hilo 

Visiting 
Rotarians  

Rotarian Bud 

S o e h a r d i , 

founder of the 

Roslin Or-

phanage in 

West Timor, 

Indonesia, is a 

finalist for the 

2009 CNN 

Hero of the 

Year Award. 

Photo courtesy 

of Budi Soe-

hardi  
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helped eight poor fami-

lies purchase a zebu, a 

type of domestic cattle, 

as a source of income. 

Ambassador Zina Andri-

anarivelo-Razafy, perma-

nent representative of the 

Republic of Madagascar 

to the UN, thanked 

Perrin for her club's 

work. 

"Rotary is a one-of-a-

kind organization. It en-

courages people to be-

come entrepreneurs. This 

is very important in a 

country like Madagas-

car," he said. "I would 

urge all clubs and dis-

tricts to support youth 

projects like this." 

"They [Rotary youth] are 

ready, able, and surprise 

us every time we hear 

what our Rotary youth 

programs are doing in 

By Ryan Hyland   

Rotary International 

News -- 10 November 

2009   

Former Interactor Sophia 

Hameed said taking part 

in a Rotary youth pro-

gram was a life changing 

event, thanks to the en-

couragement and support 

she received from Ro-

tarians. 

Hameed, a member of 

the Interact Club of Mi-

ami High School, Flor-

ida, USA, before her 

graduation, shared her 

experience as a 2009 

National Immunization 

Day volunteer with 1,600 

attendees of Rotary-UN 

Day in New York City 

on 7 November. Speak-

ing as part of an after-

noon youth panel, she 

noted how Rotary helped 

her initiate Project B4US 

(Backpacks for Under-

privileged Students). 

She urged Rotarians to 

support youth programs. 

"Interact and Rotary 

were the crux of my high 

school l i fe," said 

Hameed, who received a 

standing ovation. "It is 

an experience that will 

stay with me for the rest 

of my life. Rotary 

sparked in me a passion 

for service." 

This year's Rotary-UN 

Day had a special em-

phasis on youth, both 

during the afternoon 

youth panel, and through 

a separate morning pro-

gram for youth interested 

in humanitarian service. 

Anne-Charlotte Perrin, 

president of the Rotaract 

Club of Paris, joined 

Hameed on the afternoon 

panel, speaking about a 

microcredit project her 

club initiated in Mada-

gascar. The project 

Youth speak out at Rotary -UN Day  

"Rotary is a one-of-a-

kind organization. It 

encourages people to 

b e c o m e 

entrepreneurs. This is 

very important in a 

c o u n t r y  l i k e 

Madagascar,"  

Raffle 

Pen Set 

and Mug 

from Steve 

Jacunski 
Left: Former Interactor Sophia Hameed shares her experience as a National Immuniza-

tion Day volunteer during a youth panel at Rotary-UN Day 7 November. Right: Jessie 

Fernandez talks about her decision to join the Rotaract Club of San Pedro Sula, Hon-

duras, during the morning's youth program. Rotary Images  
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