
school principals are 

unionized with their own 

union.  Charter Schools 

came out of overwhelm-

ing parent demands in 

1999; the state however 

set up strict limits: 

There are three types of 

charter schools:   

Conversion schools (only 

two were allowed),  

Startup schools (26) and 

Twentieth Century Con-

versions (3). 

All startup slots allowed 

were filled by 2001; on 

the Big Island there are 

14 charter schools.  Stu-

dent population at these 

Nina Buchanan visited 

our clus this week to 

share about the state of 

charter schools here in 

Hawaii.   The charter 

school system is offered 

in 39 states and the Dis-

trict of Columbia.  Na-

tionally there are  4,900 

charter schools with 1.5 

million students. 

 

Here in Hawaii, charter 

schools have been in 

existence for  9 years in 

Hawaii and they offer 

students  public schools 

of choice.  Hawaii has a 

unique school system: 

the only state in the na-

tion with a single state-

wide school system; one 

superintendent for the 

whole state; 261 schools; 

170,000+ students.  This 

state has restrictive resi-

dency laws; it is also the 

only state in the nation 

where the legislature is 

involved in what schools 

do.  For example: legis-

lative action mandated 

S c h o o l / C o m m u n i t y 

Based Management 

(SCBM ï 1989 to 2006);  

Student Centered school 

act (1996); we are also 

the only state where 
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Push to end polio gains ground  
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transmission of the type 

1 and type 3 wild polio-

viruses simultaneously. 

This bivalent vaccine, 

health officials believe, 

will multiply the gains 

made during the past 

year toward eradicating 

polio. 

Worldwide, the number 

of polio cases has 

dropped from more than 

350,000 in 1988, when 

the GPEI began, to 1,651 

in 2008. The remaining 1 

percent of cases are the 

most difficult and expen-

sive to prevent, however. 

That is why continued 

support for Rotary's 

US$200 Million Chal-

lenge, which is close to 

reaching the halfway 

mark in funding, is cru-

cial to the GPEI's suc-

cess. 

"Rotary's challenge ends 

30 June 2012. Let's push 

confidently ahead to 

reach our goal and help 

ensure that all the chil-

dren of the world will be 

forever safe from this 

devastating disease," 

says Rotary Foundation 

Trustee Chair Glenn E. 

Estess Sr. 

Donate now to help Ro-

tary achieve a polio-

free world. 

Learn more about the 

benefit Concert to End 

Polio on 2 December at 

w w w . r o t a r y . o r g /

endpolioconcert. 

B y  D a n  N i x o n   

Rotary International 

News -- 16 November 

2009   

Although the Global 

Polio Eradication Initia-

tive (GPEI) has faced 

sobering challenges in 

the past year, it is mov-

ing forward in key politi-

cal, technical, financial, 

and operational areas.  

 

Stepped-up efforts to end 

the disease in the four 

endemic countries of 

Afghanistan, India, Nige-

ria, and Pakistan are pay-

ing off, GPEI officials 

say. 

"Rotary International has 

played an extraordinarily 

special role [in the 

GPEI], not just as one of 

the initiators but in 

bringing financial re-

sources, political advo-

cacy, and volunteerism 

on the ground to getting 

the job done," says Dr. 

Bruce Aylward, director 

of the GPEI at the World 

Health Organization. 

According to WHO, the 

incidence of polio in 

Nigeria in 2009 dropped 

by almost half to 383 

cases as of 10 Novem-

ber, compared with 753 

cases for the same period 

in 2008. Most dramatic 

has been the decline in 

the transmission of the 

type 1 wild poliovirus, to 

73 cases from 692 cases. 

Also, the proportion of 

unimmunized children in 

Nigeria's highest-risk 

states fell below 10 per-

cent for the first time. 

In Pakistan, the inci-

dence of polio decreased 

to 76 cases from 96 

cases. Rotarians there 

have encouraged the 

national government to 

give strong support to 

ending the disease. This 

advocacy effort helped 

prompt the government's 

decision to launch the 

Prime Minister's Action 

Plan for Polio Eradica-

tion. On behalf of Rotary 

International in August, 

International PolioPlus 

Committee Chair Robert 

S. Scott recognized Paki-

stan's president, Asif Ali 

Zardari, with a Polio 

Eradication Champion 

Award for his out-

standing support for a 

polio-free world. Read 

more. 

Although the incidence 

of polio in India in-

creased to 568 cases, 

compared with 503 cases 

a year ago, all but two of 

Indiaôs 35 states and 

territories have stopped 

transmission of the wild 

polio virus. 

Afghanistan recorded the 

same number of polio 

cases, 24, as a year ago. 

The wild poliovirus is 

endemic only in the 

south, and about 80 per-

cent of children live in 

polio-free areas. 

In 2010, a new vaccine is 

expected to be intro-

duced to help stop the 

" W o r l d w i d e ,  t h e 

number of polio cases 

has dropped from 

more than 350,000 in 

1988, when the GPEI 

began, to 1,651 in 

2008. The remaining 

1 percent of cases are 

the most difficult and 

expensive to prevent"  
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tion by emphasizing the 

connection between 

clubsô most popular ser-

vice areas and the areas 

of focus in the Founda-

tionôs Future Vision 

Plan. 

Moving forward, the 

Strategic Planning Com-

mittee and the RI Board 

will continue to refine 

the goals attached to 

each priority and develop 

tactics for achieving and 

measuring success. 

ñThe revised strategic 

plan focuses RIôs efforts 

on the clubs and getting 

back to basics,ò says RI 

Director Thomas Thor-

finnson. ñRIôs main role 

should be supporting 

clubs and helping them 

to expand their service 

and publicize the accom-

plishments of their ef-

forts.ò 

By Janis Young   

Rotary International 

News -- 17 November 

2009   

At its November meet-

ing, the RI Board 

adopted a revised strate-

gic plan that comprises 

three priorities, all of 

equal importance to Ro-

taryôs future. 

The priorities are: 

Support and strengthen 

clubs. 

Focus and increase hu-

manitarian service. 

Enhance public image 

and awareness. 

Following a mandate 

from the Council on Leg-

islation, the Board re-

cently conducted a trien-

nial review of the plan. 

This review included 

surveying 14,000 Rotari-

ans worldwide about the 

organizationôs priorities 

and holding focus groups 

to assess Rotaryôs image 

in different countries. 

In addition, the Strategic 

Planning Committee 

carried out a detailed 

analysis of Rotaryôs 

strengths, weaknesses, 

opportunities, and chal-

lenges and considered its 

findings in relation to the 

organizationôs mission, 

vision, and strategic pri-

orities. 

The revised plan, effec-

tive July 2010, reflects 

the results of this re-

search. For example, 

survey responses clearly 

l inked membership 

growth to strong clubs, 

and external data indi-

cated that opportunities 

for service and network-

ing are Rotaryôs greatest 

appeal. 

The plan also unifies the 

strategic direction of RI 

and The Rotary Founda-

Revised RI Strategic Plan gets back to 

basics  

"The revised strategic 

plan focuses RIõs 

efforts on the clubs 

and getting back to 

basics"  
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Kyle Kawano  
During National Immunization Days in 

Nigeria, a girl has her finger marked to 

indicate she has received the oral vaccine. 
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The revised strategic plan in-

cludes three priorities, including sup-

porting and strengthening clubs. Rotary 
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