
Rotary on  
KPUA’s Community Forum            April 21, 9:30 a.m. 
  
(A) What is Rotary? 
 

· Rotary is a non-profit organization, a 501(c)(4), founded in Chicago by lawyer Paul Harris on 
Feb. 23, 1905. Originally, there were 4 members. The word “Rotary” conveyed the original plan of 
the members to meet “in rotation” at their various places of business. 
 
· Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians are now members of 33,000 clubs in more than 200 
countries and geographic areas. In Hawai‘i, there are 47 clubs, with approximately 1,980 members. 
The Big Island now has 9 clubs: 5 clubs in East Hawai`i , 4 in West Hawai`i. 

 
· Rotary Club members are business and professional leaders who volunteer in their 
communities, provide humanitarian service, and who help promote peace and understanding 
throughout the world. 

 
· Rotary Foundation, begun in 1917, provides US $100 million a year toward humanitarian 
grants, educational programs, and Polio Plus. 

 
· Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US $700 million to 
immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio has been eradicated in 
210 countries and geographical regions. 

  
· 4 areas of emphasis by Rotary International: water management, literacy, health and hunger, 
and family of Rotary. 
 

Rotary International President in 2008-09 – Dong Kurn Lee  
District 5000 (Hawaì i): 
District Governor  – Ayman El-Dakhakhni 
Assistant District Governor for East Hawaì i – Tom Brown, Rotary Club of Hilo 
Rotary Club of Hilo  – Rick Newkold, President 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay – Mary Begier, President – rep. by Richard Crowe, Alan Okinaka 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset – Karolyn Lundkvist, President – rep. by Patrick Edwards 
Rotary Club of South Hilo – Jack Stevenson, President – rep. by Neil Erickson 
Rotary Club of Volcano – Charlene Meyers, President 
 
April =  Magazine Month 
2008-09 Rotary Theme: At the 2008 International Assembly, Rotary International (RI) President-elect 
Dong Kurn Lee announced the RI theme for 2008-09 “Make Dreams Real”, revealing a beautiful image of a 
baby being lovingly held. Lee said he was in disbelief when he learned that 30,000 children under the age of 
five die every day (one every 3 seconds)  from preventable diseases such as pneumonia, measles, and malaria. 
“Once I understood the issues behind that terrible number, I knew what I needed to do,” Lee said. He told the 
incoming district governors that Rotary will keep the service emphases of recent years -- water, health and 
hunger, and literacy -- but asked them to focus their efforts in each of these areas on children. “In 2008-09, I 
will ask you all to Make Dreams Real for the world's children,” he said. “Children are killed by illnesses that 
become deadly in combination with poor sanitation and malnutrition,” Lee said. He challenged the audience to 
do their part to give children “hope and a chance at a future” by reducing the rate of child mortality in the 
world. “We will bring clean water to their communities and create sanitation projects that keep children 
healthy,” Lee said. “Rotarians can improve children's health, even in small ways, such as delivering mosquito 
nets, rehydration salts, vitamins, and vaccines,” he continued. “So much more can be done with just a little 
more: a trained birth attendant, a simple clinic, a school feeding program, a visiting nurse. These are simple and 
direct ways to save children's lives. Children die not because nobody can help them, but because too often, 
nobody does. But you and I, here in this room, are Rotarians, and helping is what we do best,” he said, adding 
that “our job is to Make Dreams Real for children. If every one of us does this, at the end of our year, we will all 
have achieved something wonderful.”  



 
(B) International Service Projects: 
 
Polio Plus: Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US 
$700 million to immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio 
has been eradicated in 210 countries and geographical regions. It has nearly been eradicated 
in four other countries - where it remains endemic: Nigeria, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
A total of 289 new cases are reported in 2009 (213 in endemic, with 199 in Nigeria & India). 
In 2008, by Apr. 15, there were 313 new cases (1,659 by 12/31/08); a net decrease of 7.67% . 
 
 
Gates Foundation Challenge Grant: To support the global campaign against poliomyelitis 
(polio) — a contagious virus that paralyzes and sometimes kills young children — the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation awarded two challenge grants (the most recent in January for 
$255 million) to the service organization Rotary International. Together, the two grants total 
$355 million and must be matched by new donations of $200 million over the next 3 years. 

The grants support the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a partnership launched in 
1988 by the World Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and UNICEF, working together with national 
governments. For this initiative, the U.S. government has contributed approximately $1.3 
billion since 1991. There also have been donations from private U.S. organizations and 
individuals, including contributions from U.S. Rotary Clubs of almost $204 million. 



“Rotarians, government leaders and health professionals have made a phenomenal 
commitment, so polio [currently] afflicts only a small number of the world’s children,” Bill 
Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation, said in announcing the new grant in January. 
“However, complete elimination of the polio virus is difficult and will continue to be difficult 
for a number of years. Rotary in particular has inspired my own personal commitment to get 
deeply involved in achieving eradication.” 

In January 2009, the United Kingdom announced a contribution of $150 million to the GPEI, 
and Germany gave $130 million. Other countries, including Canada and Russia, also have 
made significant donations. 

“Since 1988, the GPEI has been very successful in reducing polio cases by over 99 percent. 
Polio has been eliminated from more than 200 countries by proven strategies, and we are 
very close to victory globally, but are stalled at the threshold of success by difficulties in the 
four remaining polio-endemic countries— Nigeria, Afghanistan, India and Pakistan — where 
polio has never been completely eradicated,” said Dr. Steve Cochi, senior adviser on polio 
eradication at CDC’s Global Immunization Division.� Polio is a highly infectious, potentially 
fatal disease that invades the nervous system and causes muscle paralysis in a matter of 
hours. Polio has no cure but can be prevented through multiple vaccinations. “People can be 
infected with polio and silently transmit the virus to others without displaying symptoms, 
which can pose a challenge to controlling the epidemic spread of the virus,” Dr. Cochi said. 

�

(D) Community Service Projects: 
 
Keiki Vision  – screening of 3rd graders at various schools.  Needed: permission from the 
parents, observation (red eyes, crustiness of lids, etc.), and reading of charts for nearsighted 
and farsighted challenges.  Results are shared with the parents – results may indicate that the 
child may need to be checked by an optometrist.  
 
Rotarians at Work Day: On April 29, 2006, District 5340 held the first “Rotarians at Work 
Day” when each of the 60 clubs in the District came forward and identified one or more 
projects that they performed. Many clubs partnered with other clubs including those in 
Mexico, and nearly all of the clubs integrated other groups to assist such as Rotaract Clubs, 
Interact Clubs, and the Family of Rotary. Rotarians planted trees, performed much needed 
maintenance to our communities’ highways, senior centers, a variety of public buildings such 
as schools, parks and even the facility which hosts RYLA each year.  In 2007, more Districts 
across the Rotary World participated to help this project grow. At this point in time at least 
14 Districts spanning 8 countries have agreed to participate in the coming years. For 2009, 
April 25  will be “Rotarians at Work Day” and District 5000 will be part of it. Remember that 
every club in our District did a significant Centennial Project. We have been doing “Rotary 
Gives Thanks” in November each year. Now, we will join in this world-wide day of Service 
Above Self. The five Rotary Clubs of East Hawaii (Pahoa Sunset, Volcano, Hilo Bay, South 
Hilo, and Hilo) are all participating in a joint community service project on Saturday April 
25th from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  We'll be doing some renovations to the Salvation Army's 
Family Intervention Services facility (commonly known as the Teen Shelter).  Specifically, 
we'll be painting and doing minor carpentry repairs in the common areas of the boys' 
dormitory and the girls' dormitory. The exact street address is 1786 Kinoole Street, Hilo, HI 
96720.  Call Rick Newkold (217-5635) for more information about the East Hawaì i project.  

 



(E) Club Service Projects and Fundraisers: 
 

Fifteen Chefs Cooking 
Just for You 
SUNDAY MAY 3 
COCONUT ISLAND 
STARTING AT 11:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Live entertainment Music and Hula Beer and Wine 
SILENT AUCTION 
TICKET PRICE $40 per person 
Tickets $65.00 at the door 
Tickets available at www.southhilorotary.org 
Call 935-7393 for tickets or from any Rotary Club Of South Hilo Member 

THIS YEAR’S SPECIAL PROJECT supports the 
RURAL FAMILY PRACTICE RESIDENCY 
MORE FAMILY DOCTORS FOR BETTER HEALTH 
Credit cards & checks accepted $25 is tax deductible 
 
(F) District 5000 Membership Goals: 
 

1. The club president must have sponsored a new member between July 1, 2008 and 
March 31, 2009. 

2. Devote a regular meeting exclusively to membership by September 15, 2008 with 
progress report by October 15th and February 15th (required) 

3. The club must increase membership by 25% gross, or 10% net. 
4. Implement a strategic retention plan in your club. 
 

Membership across the District has increased from 1,899 to 1,983 in 2008-2009 (~ 4.4% up). 

  
(G) General Information:  
 
Membership is by invitation only. 
Rotary Club of South Hilo meets Tuesday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay meets Wednesday 6:45 a.m. at the Hilo Yacht Club 
Rotary Club of Volcano meets Thursday 6:45 a.m. at Volcano House Restaurant  
Rotary Club of Hilo meets Friday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset meets Tuesday 5:45 p.m. at Luquin’s Mexican Restaurant 



 
Rotarians end their meetings with the 4-Way Test of the Things We Think, Say, or Do. 
Invented by Herbert Taylor in 1934 as a set of moral principles adopted to save a struggling 
business, the 4-Way Test will guide those who dare to use it for worthy objectives: choosing, 
winning, and keeping friends; getting along well with others; ensuring a happy home life; 
developing high ethical and moral standards; becoming successful in a chosen business or 
profession; and becoming a better citizen and better example for the next generation. 
Eloquently simple, stunning in its power, undeniable in its results, The Four-Way Test offers 
a fresh and positive vision in the midst of a world full of tension, confusion and uncertainty: 
 
(1) Is it the TRUTH?  ('Oia i'o i keia 'olelo?) 
(2) Is it FAIR to all Concerned? (Pono ia kakou?) 
(3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  
                             (Kukulu lokomaika'i a me pilialoha maka'i a'e?) 
(4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? (Kupono ia kakou?) 
 
For more information:  http://www.rotary.org  

http://www.rotaryd5000.org 
 


