
Rotary on  KPUA’s Community Forum  
June 19, 9:00 a.m. 
  
(A) What is Rotary? 
 

· Rotary is a non-profit organization, a 501(c)(4), founded in Chicago by lawyer Paul Harris on 
Feb. 23, 1905. Originally, there were 4 members. The word “Rotary” conveyed the original plan of 
the members to meet “in rotation” at their various places of business. 
 
· Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians are now members of 33,000 clubs in more than 200 
countries and geographic areas. In Hawai‘i, there are 48 clubs, with approximately 1,980 members. 
The Big Island now has 9 clubs: 5 clubs in East Hawai‘i , 4 in West Hawai‘i. 

 
· Rotary Club members are business and professional leaders who volunteer in their 
communities, provide humanitarian service, and who help promote peace and understanding 
throughout the world. 

 
· Rotary Foundation, begun in 1917, provides US $100 million a year toward humanitarian 
grants, educational programs, and Polio Plus. 

 
· Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US $700 million to 
immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio has been eradicated in 
210 countries and geographical regions. 

  
· 4 areas of emphasis by Rotary International: water management, literacy, health and hunger, 
and family of Rotary. 
 

Rotary International President in 2008-09 – Dong Kurn Lee  
District 5000 (Hawaì i): 
District Governor  – Ayman El-Dakhakhni 
Assistant District Governor for East Hawai‘ i – Tom Brown, Rotary Club of Hilo 
Rotary Club of Hilo  – Rick Newkold, President 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay – Mary Begier, President – rep. by Richard Crowe, Alan Okinaka 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset – Karolyn Lundkvist, President – rep. by Patrick Edwards 
Rotary Club of South Hilo – Jack Stevenson, President 
Rotary Club of Volcano – Charlene Meyers, President – rep. by Mililani Hughes 
 
June =  Rotary Fellowship Month 
2009-2010 Rotary Theme: The 2009-10 RI theme acknowledges the important role individual Rotary 
clubs will play in shaping the future of Rotary. RI President-elect John Kenny unveiled the theme, The 
Future of Rotary Is in Your Hands, during the opening plenary session of the International Assembly , an 
annual training event in San Diego, California, USA, for incoming district governors. “The future of 
Rotary will not be shaped at RI headquarters -- it will be shaped in each and every Rotary club,” Kenny 
said, “because it is for each of us -- as Rotarians -- to do what is necessary to keep Rotary strong.” Kenny 
acknowledged the foundation established by past Rotary leaders and laid the responsibility for building 
upon that success on every Rotarian. “Each one of us is standing on the shoulders of generations of 
Rotarians past, and it is our responsibility to determine Rotary’s future,” Kenny said. “Everything 
begins and ends with our clubs. Our clubs can and do work together; they work through their own 
districts, in cooperation with other clubs and districts, and with the support of our Foundation. But at the 
end of the day, everything that we accomplish is done through the strength of our clubs. And so each club 
must have autonomy to serve where and how it can serve best. The Rotary Strategic Plan is designed to 
strengthen and proclaim the core values of Rotary: service, fellowship, diversity, integrity, and 
leadership,” Kenny said. He concluded his remarks by sharing a favorite saying from his homeland, 
Scotland: “We must look beyond our own parish pump. It means that we must look beyond our own 
home and our own community. We must look beyond our own needs, and we must be aware that ours is 
only one community, of one country, of the many communities and countries in this world.” 



 
(B) International Service Projects: 
 
Polio Plus: Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US 
$700 million to immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio 
has been eradicated in 210 countries and geographical regions. It has nearly been eradicated 
in four other countries - where it remains endemic: Nigeria, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
A total of 552 new cases are reported in 2009 (405 in endemic, with 379 in Nigeria & India). 
In 2008, by June 16, there were 599 new cases (1,652 by 12/31/08); a net decrease of 7.85% . 
Recently, a team from Hawai‘ i participated in a National Immunization Day over in Nigeria. 
 
Gates Foundation Challenge Grant: To support the global campaign against poliomyelitis 
(polio) — a contagious virus that paralyzes and sometimes kills young children — the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation awarded two challenge grants (the most recent in January for 
$255 million) to the service organization Rotary International. Together, the two grants total 
$355 million and must be matched by new donations of $200 million over the next 3years. 
The grants support the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a partnership launched in 
1988 by the World Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and UNICEF, working together with national 
governments. For this initiative, the U.S. government has contributed approximately $1.3 
billion since 1991. There also have been donations from private U.S. organizations and 
individuals, including contributions from U.S. Rotary Clubs of almost $204 million. 



“Rotarians, government leaders and health professionals have made a phenomenal 
commitment, so polio [currently] afflicts only a small number of the world’s children,” Bill 
Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation, said in announcing the new grant in January. 
“However, complete elimination of the polio virus is difficult and will continue to be difficult 
for a number of years. Rotary in particular has inspired my own personal commitment to get 
deeply involved in achieving eradication.” In January 2009, the United Kingdom announced 
a contribution of $150 million to the GPEI, and Germany gave $130 million. Other countries, 
including Canada and Russia, also have made significant donations. 

“Since 1988, the GPEI has been very successful in reducing polio cases by over 99 percent. 
Polio has been eliminated from more than 200 countries by proven strategies, and we are 
very close to victory globally, but are stalled at the threshold of success by difficulties in the 
four remaining polio-endemic countries— Nigeria, Afghanistan, India and Pakistan — where 
polio has never been completely eradicated,” said Dr. Steve Cochi, senior adviser on polio 
eradication at CDC’s Global Immunization Division.� Polio is a highly infectious, potentially 
fatal disease that invades the nervous system and causes muscle paralysis in a matter of 
hours. Polio has no cure but can be prevented through multiple vaccinations. “People can be 
infected with polio and silently transmit the virus to others without displaying symptoms, 
which can pose a challenge to controlling the epidemic spread of the virus,” Dr. Cochi said. 

�

(C) Community Service Projects: 
 
Rotary Club of Volcano: Volcano Rotarians were very busy the last two weeks of May with 
community service events.  Frank Box and his crew went down to Ka'u Hospital to finish the 
painting project for the day room. Peter Walburn headed up the Rotary volunteers for the last 
two weekends in May to paint the exterior of the Furmann Firehouse on the Cooper Center 
Campus. Talmadge Magno was one of the key coordinators for the Blood Drive on May 26. 
The Volcano Rotarians welcome the public to the Annual Fourth of July Celebration opening 
with a parade (featuring the Hawai'i County Band), and then festivities at the Cooper Center.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(D) Rotary International Convention 2009: 
 
Wednesday, 17 June  
15:00-19:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium/Rotary Alumni Celebration Registration  
Location: Hilton Birmingham Metropole, Warwick Suite  
 
Thursday, 18 June  
08:00-20:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium/Rotary Alumni Celebration Registration  
Location: Hilton Birmingham Metropole, Warwick Suite  
09:00-19:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
09:00-15:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium  
Guest speaker: Desmond Tutu, archbishop emeritus and Nobel Prize laureate  
09:00-13:00 2009 International RYLA Registration (by invitation only)  
12:00-13:30 Rotary World Peace Symposium Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
13:00-22:00 2009 International RYLA (by invitation only)  
17:30-19:00 International Institute/Rotary World Peace Symposium Welcome Reception  
18:00-20:00 Youth Exchange Officers Welcome Reception  
19:00-21:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium Dinner (RI-ticketed event)  
 
Friday, 19 June  
08:00-22:00 2009 International RYLA (by invitation only)  
08:00-20:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium/Rotary Alumni Celebration Registration  
Location: Hilton Birmingham Metropole, Warwick Suite 
08:00-19:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
08:30-17:00 International Institute  
09:00-17:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium  
09:00-17:00 Youth Exchange Officers Meeting  
09:15-18:05 Rotaract Meeting  
12:30-14:00 Rotary World Peace Symposium Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
12:00-13:45 International Institute Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
18:45-21:30 Youth Exchange Officers Banquet (RI-ticketed event)  
19:00-21:00 International Institute Dinner (RI-ticketed event) 
 
Saturday, 20 June  
07:30-09:00 The Lord Mayor’s Grand Reunion Breakfast (Host-ticketed event)  
08:00-22:00 2009 International RYLA (by invitation only)  
08:00-20:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
08:00-16:00 Rotary Alumni Celebration Registration  
Location: Hilton Birmingham Metropole, Warwick Suite  
08:30-12:15 International Institute  
09:00-16:30 Rotary Alumni Celebration (RI-ticketed event)  
09:00-17:00 Youth Exchange Officers Meeting  
09:00-10:00 Orientation for First-Time Convention Attendees  
09:15-18:20 Rotaract Meeting  
10:00-10:30 Grand Opening of the House of Friendship Parade  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 5 
10:00-18:00 House of Friendship  
Includes Gift bags, Host Hospitality, RI and TRF Resource Center,  
Licensed Vendors, Fellowship Exhibits, Rotarian Action Group Exhibits,  
Club and District Projects Exhibition  



14:00-15:00 Interfaith Service  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 3  
14:00-15:00 Orientation for First-Time Convention Attendees  
19:30-22:00 The Concert of Concerts (Host-ticketed event)  
 
Sunday, 21 June  
08:00-17:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
09:00-17:00 House of Friendship  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 5  
Includes Gift bags, Host Hospitality, RI and TRF Resource Center,  
Licensed Vendors, Fellowship Exhibits, Rotarian Action Group Exhibits,  
Club and District Projects Exhibition  
09:45-12:15 Opening Plenary Session (first seating)  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), The LG Arena  
Master of Ceremonies: Ed Futa, General Secretary, RI  
Rotary Club of East Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  
Opening Remarks and Call to Order  
Ed Futa  
Royal Procession and Musical Performance  
Korean Dance Troupe  
The Little Angels  
Tae Kwon Do Association of Great Britain  
Flag Ceremony  
Monty J. Audenart, Vice-President, RI  
Rotary Club of Red Deer East, AB, Canada  
Performance of the National Anthem of the United Kingdom  
Rohan Tickell  
Performance of the National Anthem of Korea  
Jeon Seung Hyun  
Welcome Remarks  
Sakuji Tanaka, Chair  
2009 Birmingham Convention Committee  
and Trustee, The Rotary Foundation  
Rotary Club of Yashio, Saitama, Japan  
Welcome Remarks  
Councillor Mike Whitby, Leader  
Birmingham City Council  
Introduction of RI President and Family  
Mike Pinson, Aide to the President, RI  
Rotary Club of Killeen Heights, Texas, USA  
Keynote Address by RI President  
Dong Kurn Lee, President, RI  
Rotary Club of Seoul Hangang, Seoul, Korea  
Entertainment Feature  
East Meets West 
12:30-14:00 Paul Harris Fellows Tea (RI-ticketed event)  
14:30-17:00 Opening Plenary Session (second seating)  
18:00-22:00 A Medieval Spectacular— Warwick Castle (Host-ticketed event)  
 
Monday, 22 June — The Growth of Rotary  
08:00-18:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
09:00-18:00 House of Friendship  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 5  



Includes Gift bags, Host Hospitality, RI and TRF Resource Center,  
Licensed Vendors, Fellowship Exhibits, Rotarian Action Group Exhibits,  
Club and District Projects Exhibition  
08:55-09:25 Preplenary Entertainment  
09:30-11:45 Second Plenary Session  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), The LG Arena  
Master of Ceremonies: Ed Futa, General Secretary, RI  
Rotary Club of East Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  
Call to Order, Announcements, and Preliminary Credentials Report  
Ed Futa  
United Nations Water Policy and Program  
Clarissa Brocklehurst  
Chief, Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene Section, UNICEF 
Introduction of the Past Presidents  
Ed Futa  
Interlude  
Shelterbox  
Tom Henderson, Founder and CEO, ShelterBox  
Rotary Club of Helston-Lizard, Cornwall, England  
Introduction of the Board of Directors  
Ed Futa  
How Partnerships between Government and International Organizations  
Impact Families and Communities  
The Right Honorable Douglas Alexander, MP  
Secretary of State for International Development, United Kingdom 
12:00-13:30 President’s Recognition Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
13:30-15:00 Breakout sessions  
14:00-15:00 Special Summit for Club Presidents and Presidents-elect  
15:30-17:00 Breakout sessions  
16:00-22:00 A Night with Rotary — Host Hospitality (Host-ticketed event)  
 
Tuesday, 23 June — The Rotary Foundation  
08:00-18:00 Registration/ticket sales/credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
09:00-18:00 House of Friendship  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 5  
Includes Gift bags, Host Hospitality, RI and TRF Resource Center,  
Licensed Vendors, Fellowship Exhibits, Rotarian Action Group Exhibits,  
Club and District Projects Exhibition  
08:55-09:25 Preplenary Entertainment  
09:30-11:45 Third Plenary Session  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), The LG Arena  
Master of Ceremonies: Ed Futa, General Secretary, RI  
Rotary Club of East Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  
Call to Order, Announcements, and Credentials  
Ed Futa  
Introduction of The Rotary Foundation Trustees  
Jonathan B. Majiyagbe, Chair,  
The Rotary Foundation Trustees  
Rotary Club of Kano, Kano State, Nigeria  
TRF Keynote Address  
Jonathan B. Majiyagbe  
2008-09 Global Alumni Service to Humanity Award Recipient Remarks  
Alex Buchanan, Rotary Club of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia  
Interlude  



With Knowledge Comes Responsibility  
Mia Farrow, United Nations Goodwill Ambassador12:00-13:30 President-elect’s Leadership 
Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
13:30-15:00 Breakout sessions  
15:30-17:00 Breakout sessions  
18:00-22:00 A Night on the Town — Birmingham Greets Rotary (Host-ticketed event)  
Choose from among three performances:  
Birmingham Royal Ballet/Treorchy Male Voice Choir/East Meets West Variety Show  
 
Wednesday, 24 June — Rotary in Action  
08:00-16:00 Registration/ticket sales/ credentialing  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 1  
09:00-16:00 House of Friendship  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), Hall 5  
Includes Gift bags, Host Hospitality, RI and TRF Resource Center,  
Licensed Vendors, Fellowship Exhibits, Rotarian Action Group Exhibits,  
Club and District Projects Exhibition  
08:55-09:25 Preplenary Entertainment  
09:30-11:45 Fourth Plenary Session  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), The LG Arena  
Master of Ceremonies: Ed Futa, General Secretary, RI  
Rotary Club of East Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  
Call to Order, Announcements and Credentials Report  
Ed Futa  
Election of Officers and Election of President-nominee  
Ed Futa and Dong Kurn Lee, President, RI  
Rotary Club of Seoul Hangang, Seoul, Korea  
Acceptance Remarks by President-nominee  
Ray Klinginsmith, President-nominee, RI  
Rotary Club of Kirksville, Missouri, USA  
Gombe and Beyond  
Jane Goodall, PhD, DBE  
Founder, Jane Goodall Institute for  
Wildlife Research, Education and Conservation,  
and United Nations Messenger of Peace  
Interlude  
Treorchy Male Voice Choir  
PACE School for Girls  
Deepa Willingham,  
Founder, PACE Universal Schools,  
and District Governor-Nominee,  
Rotary Club of Santa Ynez Valley, California, USA  
2010 Montreal Convention Promotion  
Robert S. Scott, Chair  
2010 Montreal Convention Committee  
and Chair, International PolioPlus Committee  
Rotary Club of Cobourg, Ontario Canada  
12:00-13:30 On-to-Montreal Luncheon (RI-ticketed event)  
12:30-15:00 Convention Bidding Workshop  
13:30-15:00 Breakout sessions  
16:30-18:30 Closing Plenary Session  
Location: National Exhibition Centre (NEC), The LG Arena  
Master of Ceremonies: Ed Futa, General Secretary, RI  
Rotary Club of East Honolulu, Hawaii, USA  
Call to Order  



Ed Futa  
Recognition of Convention and Host Organization Committees,  
and Sergeant-at-Arms  
Dong Kurn Lee, President, RI  
Rotary Club of Seoul Hangang, Seoul, Korea  
President’s Closing Remarks  
Dong Kurn Lee  
Introduction of President-elect  
Tony de St. Dalmas, Aide to the President-elect, RI  
Rotary Club of Southgate, Greater London, England  
President-elect Address  
John Kenny, President-elect, RI  
Rotary Club of Grangemouth, Scotland  
Banner Exchange  
Entertainment Feature  
A Celebration of The British Musical  
Robert Meadmore, Liz Robertson,  
and Yi Taewon  
Auld Lang Syne 
  
2010 RI Convention in Montréal, Québec, Canada, 20-23 June: 

Sophisticated yet friendly, Montréal offers an ideal setting for Rotarians to gather at 
the 2010 Convention. More than 80 nationalities and ethnic groups reside in the largest 
francophone city outside Paris, and the most bilingual metropolis in North America. 
 

(E) General Information:  
 
Membership is by invitation only. 
Rotary Club of South Hilo meets Tuesday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay meets Wednesday 6:45 a.m. at the Hilo Yacht Club 
Rotary Club of Volcano meets Thursday 6:45 a.m. at Volcano House Restaurant  
Rotary Club of Hilo meets Friday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset meets Tuesday 5:45 p.m. at Luquin’s Mexican Restaurant 
 
Rotarians end their meetings with the 4-Way Test of the Things We Think, Say, or Do. 
Invented by Herbert Taylor in 1932 as a set of moral principles adopted to save a struggling 
business, the 4-Way Test will guide those who dare to use it for worthy objectives: choosing, 
winning, and keeping friends; getting along well with others; ensuring a happy home life; 
developing high ethical and moral standards; becoming successful in a chosen business or 
profession; and becoming a better citizen and better example for the next generation. 
Eloquently simple, stunning in its power, undeniable in its results, The Four-Way Test offers 
a fresh and positive vision in the midst of a world full of tension, confusion and uncertainty: 
 
(1) Is it the TRUTH?  ('Oia i'o i keia 'olelo?) 
(2) Is it FAIR to all Concerned? (Pono ia kakou?) 
(3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  
                             (Kukulu lokomaika'i a me pilialoha maka'i a'e?) 
(4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? (Kupono ia kakou?) 
 
For more information:  http://www.rotary.org  

http://www.rotaryd5000.org 


