
Rotary on  KPUA’s Community Forum  
July 17, 9:00 a.m. 
  
(A) What is Rotary? 
 

· Rotary is a non-profit organization, a 501(c)(4), founded in Chicago by lawyer Paul Harris on 
Feb. 23, 1905. Originally, there were 4 members. The word “Rotary” conveyed the original plan of 
the members to meet “in rotation” at their various places of business. 
 
· Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians are now members of 33,000 clubs in more than 200 
countries and geographic areas. In Hawai‘i, there are 48 clubs, with approximately 1,980 members. 
The Big Island now has 9 clubs: 5 clubs in East Hawai‘i , 4 in West Hawai‘i. 

 
· Rotary Club members are business and professional leaders who volunteer in their 
communities, provide humanitarian service, and who help promote peace and understanding 
throughout the world. 

 
· Rotary Foundation, begun in 1917, provides US $100 million a year toward humanitarian 
grants, educational programs, and Polio Plus. 

 
· Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US $700 million to 
immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio has been eradicated in 
210 countries and geographical regions. 

  
· 4 areas of emphasis by Rotary International: water management, literacy, health and hunger, 
and family of Rotary. 
 

Rotary International President in 2009-10 – John Kenny  
District 5000 (Hawai‘i ): 
District Governor  – Lisa Foster 
Assistant District Governor for East Hawai‘ i – Tom Brown, Rotary Club of Hilo 
Rotary Club of Hilo  – Diana Van de Car, President – rep. by 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay – Jay Curlee, President – rep. by Richard Crowe,  Jay Curlee 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset – Karolyn Lundkvist, President – rep. by 
Rotary Club of South Hilo – Randy Kurohara, President – rep. by 
Rotary Club of Volcano – Linda-Jane Irwin, President – rep. by 
 
July =  New Rotary Officers Month 
2009-2010 Rotary Theme: The 2009-10 RI theme acknowledges the important role individual Rotary 
clubs will play in shaping the future of Rotary. RI President-elect John Kenny unveiled the theme, The 
Future of Rotary Is in Your Hands, during the opening plenary session of the International Assembly , an 
annual training event in San Diego, California, USA, for incoming district governors. “The future of 
Rotary will not be shaped at RI headquarters -- it will be shaped in each and every Rotary club,” Kenny 
said, “because it is for each of us -- as Rotarians -- to do what is necessary to keep Rotary strong.” Kenny 
acknowledged the foundation established by past Rotary leaders and laid the responsibility for building 
upon that success on every Rotarian. “Each one of us is standing on the shoulders of generations of 
Rotarians past, and it is our responsibility to determine Rotary’s future,” Kenny said. “Everything 
begins and ends with our clubs. Our clubs can and do work together; they work through their own 
districts, in cooperation with other clubs and districts, and with the support of our Foundation. But at the 
end of the day, everything that we accomplish is done through the strength of our clubs. And so each club 
must have autonomy to serve where and how it can serve best. The Rotary Strategic Plan is designed to 
strengthen and proclaim the core values of Rotary: service, fellowship, diversity, integrity, and 
leadership,” Kenny said. He concluded his remarks by sharing a favorite saying from his homeland, 
Scotland: “We must look beyond our own parish pump. It means that we must look beyond our own 
home and our own community. We must look beyond our own needs, and we must be aware that ours is 
only one community, of one country, of the many communities and countries in this world.” 



 
(B) International Service Projects: 
 
Polio Plus: Polio Plus is Rotary’s flagship program. Rotarians have contributed over US 
$700 million to immunize two billion children against polio from 1985 to the present. Polio 
has been eradicated in 210 countries and geographical regions. It has nearly been eradicated 
in four other countries - where it remains endemic: Nigeria, India, Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
A total of 642 new cases are reported in 2009 (472 in endemic, with 440 in Nigeria & India). 
In 2008, by July 7, there were 748 new cases (1,652 by 12/31/08); a net decrease of 14.2%. 
Recently, a team from Hawai‘ i participated in a National Immunization Day held in Nigeria. 
 
Gates Foundation Challenge Grant: To support the global campaign against poliomyelitis 
(polio) — a contagious virus that paralyzes and sometimes kills young children — the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation awarded two challenge grants (the most recent in January for 
$255 million) to the service organization Rotary International. Together, the two grants total 
$355 million and must be matched by new donations of $200 million over the next 3years. 
The grants support the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), a partnership launched in 
1988 by the World Health Organization (WHO), Rotary International, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and UNICEF, working together with national 
governments. For this initiative, the U.S. government has contributed approximately $1.3 



billion since 1991. There also have been donations from private U.S. organizations and 
individuals, including contributions from U.S. Rotary Clubs of almost $204 million. 

“Rotarians, government leaders and health professionals have made a phenomenal 
commitment, so polio [currently] afflicts only a small number of the world’s children,” Bill 
Gates, co-chair of the Gates Foundation, said in announcing the new grant in January. 
“However, complete elimination of the polio virus is difficult and will continue to be difficult 
for a number of years. Rotary in particular has inspired my own personal commitment to get 
deeply involved in achieving eradication.” In January 2009, the United Kingdom announced 
a contribution of $150 million to the GPEI, and Germany gave $130 million. Other countries, 
including Canada and Russia, also have made significant donations. 

“Since 1988, the GPEI has been very successful in reducing polio cases by over 99 percent. 
Polio has been eliminated from more than 200 countries by proven strategies, and we are 
very close to victory globally, but are stalled at the threshold of success by difficulties in the 
four remaining polio-endemic countries— Nigeria, Afghanistan, India and Pakistan — where 
polio has never been completely eradicated,” said Dr. Steve Cochi, senior adviser on polio 
eradication at CDC’s Global Immunization Division.� Polio is a highly infectious, potentially 
fatal disease that invades the nervous system and causes muscle paralysis in a matter of 
hours. Polio has no cure but can be prevented through multiple vaccinations. “People can be 
infected with polio and silently transmit the virus to others without displaying symptoms, 
which can pose a challenge to controlling the epidemic spread of the virus,” Dr. Cochi said. 

�

(C) Community Service Projects: 
 
Rotary Club of Volcano: Volcano Rotarians were very busy the last two weeks of May with 
community service events.  Frank Box and his crew went down to Ka‘u Hospital to finish the 
painting project for the day room. Peter Walburn headed up the Rotary volunteers for the last 
two weekends in May to paint the exterior of the Furmann Firehouse on the Cooper Center 
Campus. Talmadge Magno was one of the key coordinators for the Blood Drive on May 26. 
The Volcano Rotarians welcome the public to the Annual Fourth of July Celebration opening 
with a parade (featuring the Hawai‘ i County Band), and then festivities at the Cooper Center.  
 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset: Members of the Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset recently joined 
forces with Malama O Puna for the new club's very first community service workday – 
eradicating invasive strawberry guava, melastoma, clidemia and buddleia in the Puna 
rainforest (the Wao Kele O Puna). Rescued from the strangling of the strawberry guava were 
large ohia and kopiko, as well as clumps of palapalai fern and uki grass. 
 
 

(D) Message from District 5000 Governor Lisa Foster: 
 
Dear Rotarians, 
  
Aloha and welcome to our 2009-2010 Rotary year! It is a privilege and pleasure 
to serve as your District Governor. Rotary provides us with many opportunities to 
grow personally and professionally by engaging us in humanitarian service in our 
community and our world. It is important that we create partnerships and work 
together as a team, so that in our collective effort, we can continue to make a 
significant difference in the lives of those in need. We have a tradition of great 



leadership in D5000 and in our nation. District Governors have built upon the success of 
those who preceded them, and I look forward to being part of that wonderful tradition. The 
role of the District Leadership Team is to serve, inspire, motivate and support your efforts at 
the club level because the Future of Rotary is in your Hands! 
  
This year, the emphasis is to promote continuity and focus on projects that address the urgent 
needs of clean water, sanitation, health, hunger, literacy and polio eradication.  I encourage 
clubs to "think outside the box," to be creative and to work collaboratively on projects that 
address these needs. Strategic planning, visioning and leadership programs can also 
strengthen clubs in all areas, by providing a vision and blueprint as to where clubs are now, 
and where they want to be in the future.  I encourage all District 5000 clubs to participate in 
strategic planning and develop a club success plan with the support of club members. 
  
We have the opportunity to continue the great work of our clubs by getting together 
early during the upcoming Rotary year for our first-time ever Fall Conference on 
September 26-27, 2009.  The early conference will set the stage for fellowship, sharing 
ideas, and working together on projects that address clean water, health, hunger and 
literacy. The theme of the conference is, The Future of Rotary is in Your Hands: 
Building Bridges of Peace and Hope. The conference will offer workshops, hands-on 
projects and speakers who will inspire us to shape Rotary's future through service 
above self. A special conference for youth will be held concurrently during our session, 
allowing Rotarians to meet and interact with our young leaders.  At the end of our 
Rotary year in June 2010, I envision a thriving, vibrant, and growing District, whose clubs 
have achieved or surpassed their own club goals, each striving for excellence, and each being 
the best they can be. The future of Rotary will be shaped by members and their clubs. It is up 
to us, Rotarians, to build upon our past successes, to create Rotary's future, to build a 
stronger District and stronger clubs. Together, we can make a world of difference! 
  
Yours in Rotary Service, 
Lisa  

 
(E) New Generations: 
 
Group Study Exchange - 2009-2010 (Chair Marietta Bustamante):  
  
The Group Study Exchange (GSE) program of The Rotary Foundation is a unique cultural 
and vocational exchange opportunity for young business and professional men and women 
between the ages of 25 and 40 and in the early years of their professional lives. The program 
provides travel grants for teams to exchange visits between paired areas in different 
countries. For four to six weeks, team members experience the host country's institutions and 
ways of life, observe their own vocations as practiced abroad, develop personal and 
professional relationships, and exchange ideas. 
  
Once again District 5000 is offering rotarians and young non-Rotarian professionals an opportunity to 
participate in a month-long career and cultural exchange with their counterparts in another district 
around the world - this Rotary year - in Thailand and Cambodia.  
 
The GSE Team from Thailand and Cambodia will arrive here in East Hawai‘ i on Thursday, the 17th 
of September, 2009, and will depart for Waimea on Monday, the 21st of September, 2009. 



The Rotary International Group Study Exchange program is seeking rotarian applicants for the Team 
Leader position and non-Rotarians who are between 25 and 40 years of age, and who have been 
employed for at least two years in a recognized profession, to tour as a group, observing how their 
business is done in Thailand and Cambodia, and how governments and the educational and health-
care systems function in those countries. 
  
All expenses for the Group Study Exchange are paid for by The Rotary Foundation, which is 
supported by all 48 Rotary Clubs and their 2,100 members statewide. The deadline to submit 
applications is July 30, 2009, and the selections will be held in August and September. The four-week 
exchange will begin February 27, 2010 and end on March 28, 2010. For more information, please 
contact Marietta Bustamante, Chair of The Hawai‘i Group Study Exchange: 808-780-8472, or 
mailto:mariettab@hawaii.rr.com. Applications and more information may also be downloaded 
from http://www.rotary.org/  by searching GSE Application Form. 
  
GSE interviews are scheduled at the following times: 
 
Team Leader Interviews: Saturday, August 22, 2009 
Team Member Interviews: Saturday, September 12, 2009 
 
Place: Prime Care Services 
(Beth and Jim Hoban's Office) 
2275 Koapaka Street, Honolulu, HI 96819 
 

(F) General Information:  
 
Membership is by invitation only. 
Rotary Club of South Hilo meets Tuesday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Hilo Bay meets Wednesday 6:45 a.m. at the Hilo Yacht Club 
Rotary Club of Volcano meets Thursday 6:45 a.m. at Volcano House Restaurant  
Rotary Club of Hilo meets Friday 11:45 a.m. at the Hilo Hawaiian Hotel 
Rotary Club of Pahoa Sunset meets Tuesday 5:45 p.m. at Luquin’s Mexican Restaurant 
 
Rotarians end their meetings with the 4-Way Test of the Things We Think, Say, or Do. 
Invented by Herbert Taylor in 1932 as a set of moral principles adopted to save a struggling 
business, the 4-Way Test will guide those who dare to use it for worthy objectives: choosing, 
winning, and keeping friends; getting along well with others; ensuring a happy home life; 
developing high ethical and moral standards; becoming successful in a chosen business or 
profession; and becoming a better citizen and better example for the next generation. 
Eloquently simple, stunning in its power, undeniable in its results, The Four-Way Test offers 
a fresh and positive vision in the midst of a world full of tension, confusion and uncertainty: 
 
(1) Is it the TRUTH?  (‘Oia i‘o i keia ‘olelo?) 
(2) Is it FAIR to all Concerned? (Pono ia kakou?) 
(3) Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  
                             (Kukulu lokomaikai‘a me pilialoha maka‘i a‘e?) 
(4) Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? (Kupono ia kakou?) 
 
For more information:  http://www.rotary.org  

http://www.rotaryd5000.org 


